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jtn; trc^nJ L. LIT.JS, ET AL 


HvrERViE".' 




The foIloTfinp iiij^ti gation was condu cted by 
Special 

at Springfield, Illinois on September 8^ 


At his re si 
intervie^.-f, 
his ^ife. 



Springfield, Illinois, Agents 

[and he advised he never has been arrested in 


It noted that lie is not an intelligent person and he liad great 
difficult in unders'oi^nding questions and he stuttered wlien he ans'.^ered 
the sair.e. It is felt tnat lie ivould r.ake a verj' poor witness. Ke could 
not vcritc- his name so si^^ned "X" on his statement and on all. pages. 


Agents obtained the following state.iient from him: 



Springfield, 
Sept. 8, 1943 



hive the following statement tc’ 
who^are known to me to be Special Agents of the F.B.I. 

No threats or ^omises wliatever have been made me to procure this statement. 


”I am presently" employed at Panther Creek Mine #1. I have been there 
about 3 mont h. I qui te Mine af ter being there about 16 or 18 years. 

I was borr. cane here when I anout ^mor 

« I and^ave^^ft ac iiizen for ancui ■■ years now. I first joined ^line 
i^'j;.1^SH^^^’'ears ago, I have nevCT been a union officer. There was • 
never a^^troume at mine B prior to 1932 the union always got along with 
the Co. I joined the Progressives at mine B in 1932 because everyone else 
did. From 1932 to 1931 ever^' thing was all right between the Co. and the 
union. I never hearu Elshoff or Falsetti say an^'thing about not likeing 
the f.M.A. men and officials and the P.I.'.A, local was run by all the~men. 

I onl^f attended a few meetings during this time. There were not many special 
as essments and the men were always satisfied with the way the money was 
handled, I never saw any U.H,",'. men picket mine B or distribute any 
literature there before the mine closed, I did not at that time know of 
any U !.! ■' organisers in Mine B. I never heard of any parties being given 
by Elshoff for the U.M,'”, men. I remember that in 1937 the union contract 
ran out, I heard talk of this but we v;orked any v;ay. I don't know i7hat 
agreement there ^.'as b^.'tween the Co, and the P.H.A. I don’t recall there being 
any trouble over this. 


"I did not attend any P,M,A. meeting the night before the strike. I 
was working in the mine the last day it worked. About a quarter to three 
the nine started closing down. I worked the full day. I came on top and 
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RE: JOHN L. LF,.IS, ET AL 


>Uo 




interve: . h'itk 

(continued) 


then I heard the mine T?as closed I still do 
not khow what the trouble was, I heard 
nothing about the wage question or expelling 
men. I did not see any cars loaded short and kneiv nothin^ aoout it. I do 
not runei.ibor si;;.nin;; ary., petition for oither P.II.A. or U.fl.T. the summer 
tlifc ::ine shut down. I hoard nothin^ a'oout the U.ll.n'. forming a local in 
Springfield in the suruner of 1)3 2. 


”I v;a 3 at Hine "B" about a month after the sit down strike started. 

I '•.as sick during the first p?.rt, ifnile I was tnore tnere were no fights 
or other trouble. I was there of own will. Tc were tl.ere to protect 
our iobs. I was U.erc the night the Larsnall carte out, nothing happened 
except «ve all went home, n'e were afraid when they sent us home that some- 
one else might get our jobs. 

"I never \;cnt back in Dec 1937 and know nothing about it. 

"I voted at the Armor;" at the first N.L.R.B. election. I voted for 
P.lhA. b. cause that wac the vja^- I waioted it, no one forced mo to vote. I 
W'..nt down to the Armory straight from home. 

”I don't remeiober anything al"^xit the attempt to open the mine in 
Jan ■ 1 )3d ' 

"I knc’. nothing aoout any mine B r.ien vjorking at the Jefitrson mine 
while nine -b was shut dov;n. 

"I got a re-^p stn-rad letter when the mine ooi^ned but I was sick and 
could r.ot go back. came out and saw I was sick. I went back 

in about a montli. iwt^Tt^v^k in bon'^ before I had worked in box 
I'y tools arc still in thure. I wanted toget then but Falsetti would not 
let mo gut thorn. I was talked to in the :.lne to Join the U.ll.h. About 
20 m».:u cane to see ne in a day they e all ne’; non. I ’.iiould see about 
1.J or 20 men v^ho wcr.j ne^l! every day. IJooody ever came to my home to ask 
mo to join the U.lhh'. but the new rion-'uould ask me to Join at the mine 
and told ne if I did not I would loose ny job. I Joined the U.L'.'',h be- 
cause I ■•■■as scared and not ol £.y own froo will. Thu now men who were- put 
on did no work but w-nt all ov^r the place trying to got men to join. 

"I don't kno^; whether or not I signed anj" cards for U. I'. or P.K.A. 
in tho s'um.mer of 1940. Aft'.r the last N.L.R.B. election all of the new men 
left tho nine. 

"I don’t know wiiy uo’? but I do know I just voted in one N.L.R.B. 
election. Thors; w re sone falls in the mine but I have no idea hove great 
the damage was, I know nothing about Jack ^lascow. 
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RE: JOra.’ L. LE .IS, ET AL 






h'tervie : v.'it:; 

(continued) 


"I have had A^,on read the foregoing 
5tatr;i:Hjnt of 6 pSge^To no as I have trouble 
reading tho cnglisJi language. To the 
'■fcst of rocollectio: , it is all true and c'orrect. I an therefore signing 
it of nj' or;n irof will." 

/s/ "X" (his nark) 


Special Ag..nt, F.B.I. 

St. Paul. liinn'J 

pjj[^Q^y||||m|BpociaI Apt. F.B.I. (r'ilw.) 
Springfield, 111. 

Sepe. 3, 1943" 
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Re. JO!IK L. I>r%VTS, ET AL. 


1=0 D 


TM rpTT:>TrT*“" j ■ ;tttj 

_U 14 X ^ V ■ r 



Springfield, Illinoi s, 

viev^ea at his home by Special Agents 


anc He Mas is a naturalized 

c it iz^^oithe United States. It is no^be^^v^^ne vrill make a good 
witn ess due to h is inability to speak English very y^ell and hi s age, 
icted as interpreter during the interviev/, 
n^" i^no^rT^r^n^^ record. He subjnitted the following signeds^temSit . 

”Spr ingf ie Id , 111 . 

September 6, 1943 


II X 


the folloyv- 



ing voluntary 

who are Special agents of tne ISdSMigBureau of Invest igat: 
threats or promises have been made to get me to make a statement. 


I cane to U.S* in 
ied citizen o^^^Tj^^To^ing received my citizen- 


v;as boiT 

^^^Hand 

ship pap 

first joined U.M//* when I first started in the mines soon 
after I cane to U,3. 



"I began working at --lii.e '3^ about I joined P.Ii.A. in 

1932 because my local changed and we had t^change to P.M.a- to 
vjork at >3% since P.H.iw had the contract with liine ^3’, 

had no difficulty vrith either UPl.i or P*M.A. and as far as 
I knov; everything v:as ok between Elshoff and the unions or the miners 
before the strike in 1937, 


was >vorkirig at Mine '-5^ the day of the strike and we were 
called out before the vj^histle blew and , as near as I know the strike 
was called because we could not get back pay. No one contacted me 
about joining prior to the strike in 1937. I heard that 

some men were contacting the younger men and attempting to get them 
to join U.M.M. so they could get a higher wage scale. Some of the 
men talking to the younger men were Dominico Pasq^iale, i.ndrev^ Schrele^ 
vious, Pete Carter, Tony Plotch, Cotton .-manias, Jolin birtout, George 
Jacaway, Ch^s. Bohannon, and James Hale# 

saw cars with not a full load of coal in them beij'g taken out 
past me but I don ^t know :/hy they vere so loaded. 

**I eigned a petition shortly after the strike to show that the 
majority of the miners belonged to P*M.A. 
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Re; JQW L, 2T aL. 






"I renenber I picketed at lX.ib in the fall 
of 1937, All the pickets Vvere fron Sine ^3^ only, 

I never stayed at the rine picketing very long at a 


time and was there at the tine the anjujiction was served on iis, 

voted in the election in 1937 conducted by N,L.R.3. and it 
v^as fair sq'iare as far as I could see. I recall the P.M.A. i-'on it by 
a large majority, 

*t.bout a year after the strike I got a job on %\P,A. I x\^orked at 
this until the mine was opened with UJI.hh and P,M,A. workers. At the time 
ihe nine opened I v/as a member of bui changed to U.Ii.h, a fev; months 

after, ;ard ’.'hen I savr that the mjorit/ i^ere changing and I saw also that I 
could hold my job* 


**I voted in the second M.L.R.B, election in 19H and it was a 
fair election. 


have had this 3 statement read to me 

it 15 true a^d correct to the best of my ki':o;:^ledge. 


/t 


’’Witnessed: 




Jvgt,, F.3.I. 

Sped al gent. 


F.B.I.'’ 


and 
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Re: JOHN L- ET AL 


INTERVIErv 










Illinois, by St 

on September 7, 1943. aovisea ne'^iS^^ever been ai^5"Bfeted 

_ i bis lif e ^ He is the ogner of this business and it v;as noted that he is 
an ini.el!).irerit persons^^i his testimony is needed, it is felt that he would 
make a rood witness. 


Irumished the following signed staternent: 


of the 


Springfield , 

Sept* 7, 1943. 

give this free and vol'antarj'^ statement to 

vfho are known to me to be Special Agents 
ivo threats or promises have been made me to give this statement. 




was borr. 
a citizen thru 


be caine 
Before 
I started 


at Mine afbund^J^Mor so_ I guess, Elshoff & U.H.W, got along O.S.but 
there were preferences given to certain cases when they came up. I recall 
that some TJAL’u men got fired before 1932.: 3h 1932 I v/anted to change over 

to but did not take any active interest or part in going over, 

Elshoff PJi.A, got along fine when they first started in 1932. I was a 
timber-man ^ worked from 4:30 P.ih to 1 A.M. so I didn^t ccxne in contact 
v/ith men at the mine <5r did not knov: ivhat v;as going on all the time- I don^t 
recall of Elshoff complaining about ?.:hA* or v;anting F-hhA- men 

were satisfied with the way ^he F-MA- officials ran the union and it was run 
by the men and not by the officers. I did not attend many meetings for P.H-A. 
as I 7/as Vvorking nights- In regard to the P.IiA. men going to jail for the 
bombing the men felt they v/ere framed & I do myself*. *'p7hen v/e were under 
U.’I.'A they 7/ould frame men to gain their point if necessary & I recall 
of 4 men being fired ^ this was before 1932. As far as I knov/ F.M.A. 
officers handled the money al right & I donH recall any unusual namber of 

p 1 


ses 




:ka 


l.T-i T5 'tro nn+. T t +.4 

JTU 4r Mr'^ ^ ^ 


before the ’.line B closed. But there i:sre about 8 or 10 men who ivere ?. M.A. 
but they tried to get the P.M.A. men to go b;^ c v jjf ^ ^ contacted 
me as I v;as on night shift. Some of them vere ' 

Schrelevlous; Pasquale; Fete Carter; Frank Austin Tony 

Plotch; Cotton Ananias; John Slrtout; Geo. & Emory Jacav:ay; Chas. Bohannon and 
Jim Hale. I don't recall of any parties that Elshoff gave for U.IJ.IT. or 
V.K.'ii. for Elshoff. In spring of 1937 when our contract ran out our P.M.’l. - 
officials told us they had a temporary agreement ^ that it was retroactive 
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Re; JOHN L. LET^IS, ET AL 





(contirme 


^ /J— > 

told us. Later I heard the Company said something 
& said there wasn't any agreement but I never 
read the contract. T7e sure felt that PIA could get as 
good a contract as U.M.T/. could get. I don't recall any 
trouble over the wage issue. Some of the men mentioned above said around 
that the nen would not get their back pay. I heard it from them too but 

T ■?! TTTC“f w’h/', ->+ O +. V) ^0 +. f . O 1 H TTIO . T ^ ^ r* => "1 1 H T Tn?i H ^ C^eTUfill t 

J U 1 <1 i 1 vy -L. ly *iioLk_J ^ ^ vy • ' ^ V.— “ — 

sa;,d.ng anything just before strike about wages. I did not attend meeting 
ni’ht before nine closed. Some of the boys told me on 5-12-37 that mine 
was closed & that I shouldn't go to work on my night shift. I can't recall 
why strike was called & 2 day^^a^r I went to work at Mine A till 
Apr. “1939 & then I went into sine ss. I recall signing a 

petition for PMA & no one force^S^o sign it. I don't recall of signing 
any other petiti'^ns then. I don't recall ci U.M.'l- forming a new local. I 
never went to Mine B after it closed down & I quit as a F.?LA. at Mine A. 

I voted at N.L,F.-B, election tl i.ent down from my home. It «vas by secret 
ballot. I saw a few' men near~the Armory riving out papers but I didn't 
take any. It was an honest election & I voted for P.M.a. I never attended 
the sit dov.Ti strikes in 1937 as I was at Mine A and I don't know v;hat 
happened as I left in May, 1937 at 3. 

"I have read this 4 page statement and it is true & correct to the 
l-est of my recollection ^ I have signed it of my own free will. 

is/ 


Witnesses; 



j^cial Agent, P.B.I. 
St. Paul, Minn. 



rpeciai Agent, . 
Springfield, 111. 
Sent. 7, 1943" 


P. T 


(Mdlw) 
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imTESTir-ATi'ci: <"0 :tcer:;ito w labor spies 

OPERi^TIEG IN P?IA rLT’.INO SPRINC- OF 1937 


- 382 - 


c 



REi JOHN L. LE'.YIS, ET aL. 

l:=>'7 C 

alleged U.iJ.’J. SPIES' Al MINE B 


A review of the file indiofates that the following named 
individuals were expelled from Local of the IVogressiva Mine 


’lorkers of Amerioa either before 
allegedly being U.ii.Yi. spies: 

JOS ALEaNESE 
AiroREvl SCHRELEVIOUS 
DJilNIC PaSQUaLE 
PETE Carter 

FRANK AUSTIN 
TONY PLOTCH 


or soon after May 12, 1937 for 


JOHN (COTTC5J) AIIANIaS 
JOffiJ SIRTOUT 
GEORGE JaCjJ’IkY 
HtERY JjvCa^1/iY 
CHiRLES BOHOmON 
JAIES HaLE 


Attempt Yfas made to interview these individuals in quick 
succession on September 4 and 5, 19 e3» Appointments were a rranged 
by Special agents 

these individuals for Sept^Se^^^ 1941 


tT T TT 1-1 . If. j.TK^rnrrT ^T»r\r\ l it. Al.TTM>Xtr 

UJU'^IJCiO ^ 5 "lU ; r jrtrv's'/v kv^ ’t? a j **■ 

SKhSLEVIOUS, 2;00 and JOHl^ 4;00 P.M, 


ADpointmonts were arranged with the following individuals for 
September 5, 1943s 

i\!ITHONY J. PLOTCH, DOtil^lC PaS(^UkLE, JOSEPH aLMIESE, 

and EliERY 

Hr* HaLS, Mr>^^STIN^ and >iY^w e re the on ly iaies_kQepi ng . 

their'^p^Intrnents, although at the time that each appointnent was / 
made each individual seemed cooperative And willing to come to the 
Springfield Field Office* Itr* H<i.LE, Jir* aUSTIIJ, and Jlr* Ji^CA'’iAY 
were all cooperative and executed signed statements as set forth 
below* Hr* i^USTIN requested a cony of his statement at the time 
of the interview, but Vifas advised that this could not be furnished 
to him by the Springfield Field Office* 

Hr* P^silQU^LE, who resides Springfield, 

Illinois, vms contacted hy telephone oh September 5, 1943, and pro- 
fessed to have forgotten the appointment, but expressed idllingness 
to come to the office at some other time. JOSEPH i\LBA]iESE, vfho re- 
sides ot also contacted on September 5 by 

telephone end aovi^iat^^ he ;vas a poor working man and did not want 
to get into trouble, and would not coano to the office until he had 
seen his attorney* 


- 383 - 


f 




c 



RS: JOHI^ L* L2?.nS, ET aL. . \ 

X? ^ 

Mr^PLOTCH^wl^se correct name is /iJITHOWY J. PLOTCH, and who re- 
sides at ttHHH Springfield, Illinois, was contacted personally 

at his residence Seotember 6, 1945. He advised that on the morning of 
September 4, 1943 he, with JOS /iLBiUJESE, and JOHN AiUiin/iS , were at the 
office of the United Mine Iferkers talking to RaY EDiro[©SOi^« DOlillJIC | 

P-m.S0'Ll^.LE v/as downstairs and may have ccme in latero There were some j 

other nen px^asent whom PLOTCH did not knowt tDifUlIDSOlI called I 

-f^ttorney, who came to the TM7 Office, and advised each of J 
the men that they should not make a statement to the FBI unless he / 

7/as present at the interview, because they might incriminate themselves J 
Mr* PLOTCH believed that other persons were similarly advised, but did / 
not know© ' 


He ^vas cooperative and willing to make any statement which his 
attorney might permit© 

.Arr. n^io is iJIDREI iJjTHOHY SKKELKVICUS, 

and who resides u-. Illinois, was 

contacted personally a t hi s r eTi^encec^^Se afternoon of September 6» 

He advised that on tne afternoon cf ^^pterler 4, 1945 he had been approached 
on the street in Spi^j ngf ie Id bv a r.m v/ho -.e name he did not know, but whcm ^ 

he knew to be an employee of Mine P Thi.s person gave him one of several 
typewritten pieces of paper containing the address of ilRTHUK FITZGHRiJLD, / 

and told him that if anyone oontaotod him about what happened at Jtlne B / j 

no huj. ± ^ biiwy ai^ouxu ia utj uk.-^uixioyo lai o ojvttni-^ov xo uo vftj-s uvru ■ 

in i^ a citizen of the U.S© He present- 

ed jrii^ Rogi strati on Card -7^1141937. He advised that he had been sentenced 
to 11 months at Vandalia Prison Farm, Vandalia, Illinois in 1937 for 
activity connected with the labor troubles at Mine B* 




DOMINIC P/iSQU^^LE, who rosidos at contacted 

personally at his residence on September 6, 1943 and advised thf-t he 
would give no information unless his attorney would appear© Ho advised 
that he had gone to the attorney on his ovvii vo- 
no meeting concerning the matter of Mine Bf 

JOHN ’'COTTJir' resides at ^ 

Springfield, Illinois, v/as also con\acted personally at his residence on 
September 6, 1943^ He also refused to give any information, on the. advice 
of his attorney, Mfo FITZCHRji-LDo He advised he had contacted Iflr# FITL— 
GEFLvID on his own volition and mthout suggestion of anyone# 
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RE: JOHN L. LE'VIS, ET AL 



JV^Tr’Q^.nV'*^ mTK 


v/iio resides 

Springfield , I II inoig, m*.s i nterv iewed ^ 


JR. 


by ^pe^ial Agents 
The first interview took pla ce at 
At that 


.two occasions 
hone on^^BP^B^crSioonoi^ 

September 6, 1943. At that time obviously suffering heavily 

from the aife^ts of alcohol, '^he facts occurring at Mine "B" v;ere discussed 

with him senerh^t, bat he repeatedly expressed himself as being unable to 

think and remember^ and requested that the interview be continued at a later 

date when he was in a better physical condition. He suggested the morning 

nC 7 1943. f-nd pssurod that hs would be at the Sorincfield Field 

„ * - £' - . , _ - _ - ^ ^ 

Office at 9:00 a.m, for int^^^rieiv. He appeared anxious to give information 
and anxious to cooperate in every way in the completion of the investigation. 
He had knovm nothing of the present investigation. 


The inf orma :b rn in this physical condition was 

incoherent and valuele.^o to this i nirTo^gc t i ■■ >n . In substance, it was that 
JOHN SCHIIEIBUR was crying to run the v/nole u^^ion, and boss everyone. He had 
nothing to do vcith nhe "1 fairs of the Hnicn and the mine until after the strike, 
although he vns expelled f^om th:- s e of q r s o o j a t j o n with TONY PL07CH., 

The interview was tcumi n^.ted, at rhi s pc.int quest , During 

le- riling thr^t Agents were present, waited ou ti left. 


I'OiiOWlKr'V 


SiMi^W failur e to appear at the Springfield Field 
Office for his appointrrajnF’, .5 seen on the street by the above 

Agents. Ho advised that he had net. come to the office because his^^tor^y, 
ARTHUR FITZGERALD, had r.dvised him not to make a statoment- - 
found on the street about 3 00 p.m. v/hich was during the hour i vchici. he would 
norznai ly be working ns a shot finer at Mine 

J.n th e afternoon of September 7, 1945, 

[Springfield, Illinois, crxie to the Springfield 
uffice to ndv^e that her husband^ who is onsently employed at Mine 
told her thf.t BOHANNON with^^GS come to the shaft at Mine ”A^ , 

and were stopping former Mine ^3'^ em^qyee^ond asking them if they ha.d been 
interviewed by Federal Agents. Ahc-ri that, he had not, BOHANNON 

told him not to toll them arxvthing, a asked why not, to say that 

it wms on the advice of attorney ARTHTJH FIT?rGFFAaD^ This vms following the 
time -that had given a statement to Agents. 
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HE: JJHl? L. LS:aS, ET .vL* \ 


September 7, 194? 

cLme to the Springfield Field Offioe with T# 

-attorney ut Inwi* iirn requested Special I n Charzo^FRED 

Hia.LL?OHD, in the presence of Special Agents 9B|H|B and to 

furnish him with copies of the statements*^ 




y ? OaY advised that he was not representing^'4.b5i!P^..- 

but that he was reprosenb^xg and assisting Mr« 
FITZOIil. J.r: , -tittorney at Law^ who was c?nnsoling IMl miriors who 
were sent to him. Mro Dj^.Y expected that ho would evontua.lly know 
the identity of most of the miners who had oxocuted a statoiacnt to 
the Bureau and would probably request conics of all signed stutorxnts 
executed by miners to agents j No assurance wac given tlv^t copies 
could be furnished and it suggested thax ho make any re*- 

quests by lettero 


On Soptau' 10^ 1943 int .1 1 fhu' ge FRED HjJJjiFOH) 

advised iittornc> by to]ophen) tr-ut u'..l requests for copies of 

^he se s^atonents sho:.^d bo directed to me Jitlomey Generalo |lr# 

irAen,-ievfod und wore 

not present dui'ing t.ue vi_ jn li-f j 

Springfield, advised that 
ttomey^ whose nunc he did 
I'^uno B before work, and ad* 



on the mornixg of Septomber T7 19 ->.3 an 
not knovrf^ addressed a group of minors l. 
vised not to talk to :'cpr s. "i en t^ tivGs when they called* 


Springfield^ advised that the uttor- 


w , 

ney informed therTth^-^t they need not talk to agents if they dio not 
Want tOb qii^^LgS and 12B aiSR ’'CUDGE'' a.miG-JtUSE, wore L.t 

the shaft and' oviS'ently arranged xhis inprctnptu neeting* 


JOHI'J SIHTOUT vrtis found to be in the United States --rny and 
unavailable for interview, 

and 
as 

set forth belcvv: 
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RE: JOHN L. LIT'.IS, ET AL 


jbOD 


IlfTERVIU.J 

1943 07 Special ___ 

WBBjW present ly resides at 
n^was tern 


[^T?as intcjrviovied at the Springfield 

OlTice on the mornin;^ of September 4j 



Ke spenlis f;iirl37 well, ane 

v;ould be cpite difficult to confuse on 
apt to be confused as to dates, times and 
a poor OQue^t ion, bot ^appears to liavo^ an i 

vfas pr eparing to (|o to vork, th-t 
killed, if he uent cc ... 

^and all th„ u. 

5a;T.nc', "ycr. ov 
on Scptemb'.r 27, 1^*' ’ 

red pepper, and s'r.i.' o-.ni. r - .. e p- 

the follcring sith--''-- 
thr'-atoned by a jun, ana tha u t '^er.- r. 
his hearin;.-, for expulsion from th'; I'.ricn. 


into th, p 
^ doT.n !.'*aec ii;:F''" 
to L.C ioai 




c“n >-'xpress hinsiALi adequately, 
cross examination, and rd^ht be 
3(.:qusncrjB. Ke claims to have 
-r!,elli|.^‘^r.cfa at least equal to the 
n addition to i.he- iniori-iation set 
imre.inji of ivl-y 12, 1937, when he 
told him that ho would be 
roc’.; da.vn in th e case w ith 
pja w;.T,h Ms fist into 

sta.: t od down into the p3 
hi d hol d .out a can of 
o in |d|||||||^B ••'non signir.- 

tud thaVn^i^ never been 
r. guns h .ld on him the nif^ht of 



''Springfield, 111, 
Septonber 4, 1943. 


y name 1 , 


I m ka the following statement to 

f, who have identified themselves 
Woau of Investigation, No 


'^b iho to be Spedial ag(;nts of the Fedora] 
pror'iisos, threats, or consideratio.i of any kind h.as been made to me to make 
this statement. It is ail true and accicrr.to, and I an vjilli.ng, if necessary, 
to c;o to court, and repeat an;^ pan of this statement. 


"I .^irst vfcnt to liine B on Octob er 6, 1.920. ^urin g all the tim e tliat 
ha’-j been 'iine b, I have been 





work in the Wi^sh house on top. 


'kihen I first bucai.iC a miner I joined the United %nc K‘orkers. J(y 
father and brothers were all miners. They were all members of the United 
Mine ‘lorkers. I always went to t);e meetings, but was never an_^officer. 

In 1932 when the local at rlne B went to th>. Progressive Mine ^^orkers, I 
was told that I would liaye to join the PM..' of A if I vjas to keep niy job • 
and be able to work. I wf.s just married, and needed the money badly, so 
I went dovm and joined up with the FMj' of A. However, I had always been a 
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RE: JOHN L. LET.'.TS, ET AL 


hi 




intlrvih tit:' 

(continuid) 


YT\ f ** ^ ^ T w ^ ^ 4^ Vi. vh ^ V^ 'kA ^ TT%^ 

UJ-T-. aiiLL i:i^y i cuiu ux ltluux a 'MfUi u • Jiy^ 


father ali^ays said that in Union there is 
strength, and I did not believe that there 
should bo t■-^o unions. Ill’' brothers wore still in the Ul.'.i’, so I stayed in 
the- TM' and raid cc" dues to both unions all of the tine. I have never been 
out of V'i Mi.' all tb-o tine, that I have been a rainer. 


’’'Then the Ki'.’ of A was forned, I did not care moh v/hich union I 
belong to, Tvaethcr I b.longed to any or tuo anions, ji'.st so I could work. 

I wont to the ncetings of the Unions, of both unions ail the tine iron 1931 
to 1937. jit first things went fairly v^ell at the FIM meetings, and then the:, 
got to quarrollin;^, ^hoy ware ftghtir .;, and quarrelling aiaung themselves 
all the tire at rhe rii.' raeoting-i^ and :;avjng fj.jJrts. It was always figntirq 
as to who was goii g to have the Mfir.o. etc. They wore always complaining 
with the coror.nyj a:n causing p- cI t''oublf at the mine- I was pretty 
disgusted witn tii: i rr.y the MM ■las ca '.rg ing on, fighuing and all that. I 
pretty outspoken, an'J said q_'Vt5 oftaa that 1 did not think that we ought 
to hr.vc t-.'o union e-/;n t:a:'a-7h v.'c.s jcirg to both meetings, and was a 
ncnb„r of both u;''._ons. 


"In 1931, Vfhon there i.)a"oial law 
night when some men cr:ue and waripi d to !.idc 
v.’ifc dii not like that, and ever since then 
v.’ith tb.c rrogT’^ssives who '-ere active there 
dyncanitj a-.vayu 


in this county’', I was hone one 
some dynamite in cy house . Kj" 
I did not get along very’ well 
because I made tlicm take the 


"D’oriRg the time fro;.: 1932 to 1937 we had meetings at Tedr-an's hall 
for the Me haa no charter, but we met regularly all the uime. Joe 

>ilb.enesc, Dandraw Sc hr devious, lete Carter, wont to the mootings regularly, 
Tony Flotch, Cotton Annins, John *^irt rut. George Jacaway and Emory’ Jacaway, 
and Charley Bohannon used to go quite a bit. Sonotines there was only 10 
or 15 of us at the meetings. Sometimes there were as many’ as 50 there. I 
used to talk to the men out at the nine about the situation in the unions,' 
Some of the recn were dis, justed about the fighting, and the checkoffs, and I 
used to texl them that I thought they' that they all ought to belong to 


just one unron, ?Jia j. invioeu 


— -.w, -I' ^ V — . ^ ▼ h ^ X 

: ij . u j u_Lii 

hall of the UIT. I used no joke abc'ut things and the unions, and once 
handed a man some cigarettes and told rim to have a OTIl,' cigarette. He pre- 
ferred charges on me. I was tried about a -week before the strike started 
in 1937. So;-,e of the other men were tried later, and we 'V'i'ero all expelled 
from the union. I did not particularly care. I just wanted to 'work. I thi 
that is the i/ay nesL of the non at the rAnc -I’Jcre. Host of thora wore wiTiin: 
to just work for Carl Aishoff, wifiout any union, because the unions were 
causing so much t roulbe at the .vino. I do not think they were cora?laini’''g 
too much about the Frogrussivjs, they ivere just disgus'tod with all tho 
unions. 
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RE: JOHN ■ L. LK.IS, ET aL 


1>1 




iM7i,H7iE : 

(continued) 


the strike started;, there had been a 
lot of trouble, and the strike started be^ 
cause Elshoff and Falcetti TOuld not fire me 
ro d the other non ’who Tvere expelled from the Union. I do not recall tliat 
there VU 5 any discussion or disatis fact ion Tjith the v-ages or anything like 
that at the nAnc -when the strike v^as calJed. 


'*0n the day that the strike v;as called, I viicnt tc work, and was 
t^iroatenod tio-^es. Falcetti tri-:d to talk me into not worning but I 

told hin I had vjorked thor.; for years and unless he would fire .-ic I was goln^ 
to v;ork. ^*hen the strike v;as called, the nen ran me off of the rdne property. 
They also r''.n nc off the next day after ihu strike was called. I used to 
out frequently, a no they woujI rin away. I took the orolcs out of 
the nine a few do^ 5 aftc^' that and ?ut th jn in the uasture. I iiad always 
had char.-e of the rules, bou^t new on's, and b^oke then in. 

askiry r./'u to go tc nhe neotirys at Huduan's hall I was just 
acting on ey own. one cv.r to:d uc tc dc that, or pave no many money 

for expenses, or LanythAUg l^^kJ hiCt. I v;as never at any meeting where 
Charley Boha nnon , and l ack Close on ualkcd about bitching the Iline over to 
mr.-d I was never given any uone/ to help. I do not recall that the Ul-?iV had 
an^7 petitions out either Oof ore or al t.r the strike, any picket lines, or 
cause any trouble out there. 

^^Once a month or so before the strike started I talked to Carl 
Elshoff, and asked him ^;hich union ho Vianted us to have, and he told lae that 
ho did not care just as long as tlicy would quit bickering, and vmuld get to 
work . 


’vr ? -n ehc corjdttee or senethlny vjhon the charter was obtained 
for the Uif-' local, I do not recall much about th.at. I asked men to join 
it, but v;as never given any money from the UUf or elsewhere to pay ny expenses. 

September when they tried to open the mine I ’i^ent out and got 
four mules the day before and took then down into the mine. On the day that 
we were supposed to go to work, I was thpTo, and went down into the mne. 

I was threatened, but n^berdy rdstreat ea ne< The men who v/erc out there 
'iT'onnri the r;anc ^^ero all men who had worked at the nine before the 

obrlkii:- sc far as i Kno;;. tried to work two days, but couldn*t get to the 
compary property after the sit down started. 


do not recall the exact date it w as, but I wont to \?ork at the 


o r son Liino. 
hxm that 

Charles Bohannon 
\vc 'Worked, bl workv:. 



half brother 

[cane and askea me ir l^vahtenTT-o go to' 

.c asked no if I knew of soaicono else, and I suggested 

I do not b:w lr>na it was t-iat 

rr^ closed. 
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RE: JOHN L. LET. .IS, 




I’TTLRVIE.. '..‘I 
(continued) 


"I voted at the election at the Armory for 
liine B in December 1937. I thini^ tliat was 
a fair election. The Federal nan ran it real 
fair, .and \vould not let us talk or anything. I think that the election was 
fair and v;ould represent the way the nen felt at the time. I do not know 
u -r... + V. . * + +-v,.Tvr; T “^.hr t, an.'^T. nf then vjouI'_d be satisxied with 

i ..Hi 1 ■ ^ L/ 1 » -1- wri X' - X wr, »H-. .r - - - 


any 


ini O' 1 


^f then couxd go to ’.vork. 


"I do not ro;call but th'- one time that the idnc tried to open during 
the time that it was closed. 



"The ab'ov^ stateme nt on this pap.' and f mr other pages has been read 
to no by because I d j not read very well. Evcrj'dhing 

which he ^M"toi^^7h^h was rcr^d off of these po.gos, is true end 
accurate . " 

/s/ 

I 

F. B. I." 




ft 
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liJT'ARVitT.- 


^ 7 




' _ 
^7^ 



,-iB.s interviewed at the Springfield Field 

Office oh the morning of Septenb er 



i- 


nois." :1c was corn a‘. 
presently emplo^^sd aL 

appears to be a oerson v:it!\ an intelliponce above th..t of 
the average ranor. He nakes a good appearance, can express himself well, 
Tiould not be easily confused on cross examination and would rnake a good "vvit— 
ness. 


He g®[ve information set forth in the following signed statement: 

'’Springfield, 111. 

<“■ . J / 1 % > n 

Dtipl if, 

jnake the following statuTient to 

ivho havo identified theniselves 

TsT i nf t,hn of InTCsti f?3,tion • Ko 

-- - - - -- ^ ^ 

proMses, thre.ts, or consideration of anp kind has been ifnade to me to have 

di*l- give this statenent- I am vdlliag, if necessary, to go to court, ana 

repeat an^' part of this statejicnt. 



**I first T?ent to ^vork at rdne B in I vjorked a 1 

there, and then v;ent to jnine A* I came back to liine B about 
I do not rcc^ill exactly T.'hen it v^as thau. I went back to Uine 


f 


le while 
years ago. 
I was a 


njember of the United. Mine .iorkers of America prior to tliG org?.ni3ation of 

Y T-^ Ir-iJ-i ’ Z' /-I -irii ^ 


rcmlarl;'- 


T V 13 5 never an ofiiccr of that tm.io 
In 1932 when the Progressive 
shot fircr. Because of that I 

get out of the nine until late, and thus did not have too much chance 


and dia not attend the mcotin;^_ 

I'line "Workers wore btin:r or^ar.izod, I 
did not 

to go to the Union nee tin ns. During the or ■ ' of t h e F TZ» o f A, an d 

the strike which ac co.^pained this formation, _ 

Consequently I oo not knovrmucli about that 



situation, am 


^re too much about it. *hien the local at Mine B 
went into the Plf.^ of A, I was willing to go iVLth the re$t oj, the men, 
because I had livj job there, and I had to work. I was not too anxious about 
it thouih, because I had been a menber of the UTir for years, and did not 


feel that wc ought to have tv/o aimers unions, 
much difference to ne. 


Hovjever, it did not make too 


f Before 1932 the local and the company got along pretty well. After 
that things did not go so smoothly* It seemed to me that the union was 
always demanding something. The new union ran itself pretty well for the 
first few months. After that there was discussion about the officials, and 




c 


R~.; JCIC’ L. m*IS, ET AL 






^ 1 




INTEHVI'.s 



i^as shot firing 


the ruling in the constitution that the- officials nould 
go hi:.ck to the ■■face" a^te^ their tern «as up^ Quite 
a ievi men T^ent to the meetings so feir as I knew, I 
and v?as not too interested in the affairs* I T;as not con- 
plainin-. aoout tilings in the union* I recall tliat about 19^5 or 1936, I was 
mking tlie rounds before the men left, in the afternoon. At that time the 
mine v;as liot running rGguxarl 7 , and we were working just a few days every 
pay, John Senneider, who was a union official, had just got a ueiv car, a 
new ice box, and fixed up his place, or at leasts so I heard* I was mak- 
ing the rounds anc' hoard the men talking about it, and some oi the men asked 
me if I had riaai*^ anything about it. A couple of da^'S later, 

U. \ic and said he had heard that I uas talking about him at the iidne, 
and that he was going to prefer charges against me. He did, and they fined 
me $15, which was quite a bit considering the amount of v.ork we were getting. 
I did not appeal because I "vvas unable to get to ^^ilicspio^ 111. v^here the 
appeal board sat, 'fhey told btiat there was nothing I could do about it. 

I was disatisfied way the union to prevent a hearing and so 

f or th . " Tha tT c u' : 1 cume dif^^^r sion betwc. >ii Sclmcider and n^'’self, but I 
continued to work at tn^ ..urc. _4 i 'laking rounds there often times 
men ^7"ould a^k me A.’hat I thou ,ht ur rut the unuens, and I usually told tiiem 
that I did not think that th:.ru ovpj.t to be t' o labor ergu-nizations for 
minors* Several men asked no about and I men.ioned it to several men. 

E :rly in thu spring of 1937, tiiere v:as some discussion about the contract 
and the men were t.ilking about unions more than usual. One of the men I 

Charges were 
After that 

I did not talk :ibout it at all, because I coi:ld not afford to ha^ve any 
more fines. I was not receiving any money or expenses from the United Mine 
h'orkers for talking about these things. I did not tcclk to any of the other 
men who were dismissed from the union because of their attitude to\rards the 
union. I tried to stay auay from such thamgs at that time. I was still 
shot firing, and thus did net ro dovm in th.e cin^^ until about 1 clock 
every day^ I did not Icnow that a strike v^as going to be called at the 
mine before it was called, but when I '‘.'cnt out to the mine to go dowjn on the 
da 3 ^ of the strike it %;as already" called, so I got jy pit clothes, and went 
on home, I do not know what the strike was about, but I hoard that it was 
becasuse the company would not discharge th . men who had been dismissed from 
the union. I did not go back to thi; .Tir;e, and did not sign any petitions 
out there at that time. 


had hcldped to get his nine papers, proihrrad charges on no. 
preferred a^-pinsL me quite a whillc before the strike started. 


wng tried and expelled from the union sometime after the strike 


started , 


too much. 



because I did not think that I liad a chance, and I did not care 
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(continued) 


"I had not been at qeet-in; 
Bohannon, and lack GlascSf! be 


I had not been at qaet-ings T7ith Charley 


Bohannon, and lack (JlascS«7 before the strike. 
I did not kne^'J about aiy or.^^cJiising attempts 
before then, I did not see air^thing that the 


cor.pany -^s doin^ to favor ono union over tha other. As far as I know there 
“were no ^ici:et lines or violence of any kind at the nine before the strike. 
There had buen discussion about the irtes, but I think the strike was 

over the urden trouble alone. 

ur _5 one of the Lien v;ho helped or;^anizo the U!f.' local. Sone nen 
had t‘ Iked to me about it before the :nine v/ent out on strike. I had 
done nothinj^ but heik ‘'vlth the men ^I’ho rtutionod the- .reeburr to no about 
what I thought of g:ing back into tiic uli,. b’hcn the mine was closed, I did 
go around and try to got nen to jcie. lMs local. T coutactud several men 
at their homo. No e paid i:y oxponsos- I did ic in order to help get the 
mine back into opera: ion, 

do not r^'e..l_ when it ^ es hit I know that we iverc notified to come 
back to v/ora. The errnpany s .nu -'a ■. arv^uni to notify us to come back to 
work* I -.nt out the first ^ay, la the mornin^,. to help clean up the mine, 
since there was no shot firing to j«; done. There v/as a big bunch of men out 
there, with their buckets, evider.tly ready to go to work. Only aoout 15 of 
us went down that day. Thos^^' of us goin ^ down i;crc the ones who had been 
expelled from the and a feu others. It looked to uo as though some of 

the men v/antod to go to "-vork, but someone stopped thsii, but I did not see 
anything happen. No one bothered me. next day there was a bunch out 

there too. "hen these nci: came out, they were the nen I had seen at the 
nine. I heard that there uciv S'^ne ther^.: in th-^ sit doi/n who bad not worked 
at Mine B before, but as fai as I .iiO"', st of ' ad worked 


at hine B before, 

”T uo not recall any other attempts .o opxn the nine un'til it actually 
did open. 

voted in thv. election of tnc Unions in Decerriber 1937. That was 
a fair election as far as I know, hhrn I \* mt to vote early in the morning 
of the day of the election a aan whose name I do not knoiv handed me a 
pamphlet. It was Hi' lituratuuv. VToun I got irside I told sonconc about 
it, and they told no that they would t..ke him a'^.'ay, I do not know whether 
they did or j.ot. The election looked fair to me. I do not think that the 
IlLRE men were favoring any one union over the other. 


feelings of the ijiners at Uine b, h^hen the strike started, I do not know 
what the men thought a out the union, I Jjoard a lot of discussion about the 
check off being pretty high, and some j.itin wonder about whether the union 
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RE: JOHN L. LEVJIS, ET AL 







i’her-3 yias not 


>•' rficcrs vftro bcin^ entirely honest, 
too much about that. I do' not knorr of anything 
spec: fie. I Icnou v?hen raen asked r.o what I thouf^t 
of the check off, I told them tlicet they were checkir.g 


off "t 


ieeu; nuch," 


tine of the striko at Eu'.'.o B I w Diked 


"Jurj-n,: tn: 

tht, Jefiersen nine. I hoard that they were i ill in;:; over there, and went over 
with E;,.ory Jecara;/, and ;|Ot a ,ioh. It vas a U;;.7 mine, I did not have too 


ciuch trouibe getting 


job. Brewerton v;ao running the irdne th .n. No one 
ov.r and work it. Eishoff had run the nine orce before. 


told ne to con; 
but I do not kno:' 'when that v:as. 

'’uTion the i.rr e reopened in 19'?9 I w-Tit bc.:k to t orh the first day, 

heleinj to t,:ke tu' .v:los back in, Ihcre had l..^n 'V' 03 ^ .tires in the 

’ ^ . J U 4- U . . Vvs 1 + + Vi .V ri Vti K tn C *1 r» ■ T. j cc ' n 

JliXIitd UUI’Xllf: ^.ju u i - - 

of then hav-. not b. ^-.-i cleaned out yet. 


c: OT* f'r n 1 I 


5^ rviTiP 



"I knc'.. +he trie oj ihe reoanning of the inine. 

I do not ran, all when it was that 'le icent to work thiure. He was an air chock 
mn. Ho liud not v;ork..,d at tne i.;i.]c- iaio-e -.he st rike. There had been 
soinc- b:.d air at the inine when it r' cYcned. working as an 

ai r che ck roan as far as I know, h'e hava a ;.im7^oin^ .t'TvaV joD now. His name 
Hy .doi-Oa tjuTit sort -of work Iwoforr dhe_rdna closed, and while 
+ hr->^r . pnd ri07n:‘ tJir.t .naL^... ^ 


the .".une r.. opened, I did not beck to shot firing, but v;ork^.d 
on a now mule. That ueant, ia oj-ncr not to dang.-r the non, that I took the 
nulcs back off the nain entries b for.,. ti:c sen cane in. Thus I was the 
first nan in the nine each norninj, .and one of the last to leave. \ I heard 
that there was sono violence at th nine, but because I left o.:.rly and cane 

back lat;, I did not I'.ave a chance to ti.lk to th.^ non, or soc what was going 

on. I did not see any f'\:'hts, but I !roard of then. 



"I did not seo any f-'vorit^;sn by the conoany for on-_ union over the 
other. I nev..;r hear.! any talk about aha conpany deliberately k-ouping the 
r.'inc closed. 

'’Some cf the non asked nc what I thought about the UI.r.>', and I told 
then that I thou^at we all ought to gut into one union. I signed two men 
up with the U:f.V, but I did not i.iake a point of talking to ;.ien about joining 
the Ulf.. 

”I ho^'C loa.d the above st.'.tcejent on this peg- and five other pages. 
It is all true and accurate." 
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v;ed at his residence^ 
5ipringfi©ld, 111 inoiSj on 
— Special 

Af ent 5. 

'boTTi considered 

by inter rj 0 v;:^ne a^cnc~£r as a gooa vvitiiessr 

therefor? unable to exproEE hirns^lf olearly- na hae a Yor;r poor 
recollection of events^^ and their sequenco. and necause of that is 
considered to be unreliabior and probably ef.sily confused. Ho gave 
infor:nation set forth on the following signed etolenent? 

^Springf-lold. Ill 
September 6^ 1943« 


been kn ov/n for many ’,■ 
BtatoTT-ent tc 
identified rheFTse 



1 rmko tho follcRving 
v;h o have 
^oderrl 


Buronu of Investigation-, ICo "rcruLC^e^ throabc. or conslcor axion of 
any kind has been r*ado to no co jiaue file statenent^ I ^y?. villing, 
if necessary, to go to court and repeat any park of this statoinent* 

'*I have boon at yine A and 5 sino*. I v.x 

j n i ne * At" t ho t ir^o 

of the strike in 1937 I u'as renoriber the 

events that occurred before iVo . ve I do not rocall vjhat 
ha:;^ened y.'hon the local o.t nine B joined the Frograsslve kino ^orkers 
of >j'.^rriaru In 1937, I think, I v:c.i tried and e_':polled fren the 
Fli' of A. I \;ag tried for associating with Unitec Uine Workers# ^ 
I had l:no‘"r. for nany years and oxe nigbt I was 



*I do not recall '^.‘hother it was before or after the strike 
started thaj; that meeting v;as hold* It v/ce after this neoting 
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lOTERVIE*' V’lTH 




that I 'Vf&f. 

I do not ranenBe 
strike started or not. 


\vas not doing an’' organizing for tho UIW 
before tho strike started^ I do net kner-' tnat any 'ivas going on. I 
know th£,t tho: e ’-as sor.e difficulty about a oortract^ and renonbor 
saying a fov; ti^es to ohe non that thoy did roc hiOve any -^dea hw louoh 
:"onoj^ they v;ero nolcingj bo cause there v/as no contract* I do not recall 
v:hat the strike stojrtod over. I we.s vjcrki.ng on top that day, and VJhen 
I cane to ‘ ork John Eohneider told ne tlic.t I 'was not going vo go to 
n'ork, I told hin I ner> I ran the nvicni engine on top thc.t day, 
because who usually ran at v;a.^ not working then? Schneider 

did not aton no that day. hr had r^any ti oeforo, and 

several tOTes had toll re thr.t ho vas going tc ihiTOw ne doivn tha shaft* 
The day the strike ^L.; -od, the nen v;ere coaling up very snail oars* 
There v^as not oncug:’'. e 'al caoing up t"' krop ne v.'orking^^ and so I had 
gone ho: 10 before tne r a aroualiy 'jvjh- . upr I -lo not racall ^^hethor 
I "’ont back :o tho ..linj to ^vork ■' ho next d.ay or nut, I do noc recall 
e-very passing or signing any petit_on for either union*. 


"iit tho tip.o of tho strike, I had boon oxpollcd frora the 
Progressive hinc TTorkers. Thero had boon sane dxssonsion about tho ^vay 
the :'on were run. irig the local than; and he v/ay the finances of the 

local vjoro boing operated. Until 1 v/as expelled fror. tho PiS^ of A, 

I did not care r.uch v;hich union I belonged to, as long as I could work* 

If I had not been expelled, I a;ould just as soon have stayed in tho 
Pi’it of A. I did not attond tl^3 ne :tingSo I did not nake nuch difforenoo 

to r.:o. I do noc know how tho rest of the r.on ae l:he nine felt about 

the local. 


After I v:aE expelled fron tho P?P\ naturally I had to bo 
with the IL3V if I "-as going to %vork at all, I had always thought that 
\:e ought to have only one union, and not ha-^ t”wo unions, but I did 
not care para: oularly which union it v:as^. 

^Before t as’ strike I had done no organising, and had recoivod 
no :aoney fror. tho Uii7 for w'orking or expenses^ I did not kneav then that 
anyone else had be^n doi .g any agitaxing, or organising at tho nino, 
and did not knas^: that they had been expelled. I had never heard anyone 
caaplain about the unions there* 

'‘After the strike, I went down to ny folks place, and ca-*^pod 
on the river. I did a little organizing then. That is, I took 

cards around to nen I knew and askod their, about joining the U15Y. 

1 got sono money for doing this* I do not know v/hose nonoy it was. 


c 


o 
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have anjHshing to do viith organizing or forming the local at mine B. 

I stayed do\-Jn there ca^^ping and did not come back until the mine reopened* 
1 did not even cone back to go to vrork on the day that they tried to 
open the mine. 


oould Gee tv he re the men had had a machine gun set up there and 

T '|-v*Q£ao n T lAnflTAT ■urVu=i1i'fi +. Vi:Q -moT-i Wc3V*ca ViTr^TVMT TOT+. Vl B niT»J 

4- M. Li* A D ^ tt ^ ^ u V A \jt A \J m.j. -■- j ^ wuxv 

gune, but I did not see any machine guiij^ or any gone out there. 


in December 1937. I voted there once, and I think I voted there t^vice. 
I am not sure# I do not think that the election Twae fair, because the 
FIV' men were the clerks, and counting the votes and all around there, 

BO they naturally would win* 


I that the mine v/as closed, that I knenv of. I 
do not know wha.t was going on at the mine in the v;ay of organizing. 

It v;as an open shop mine then* I did not do any organizing after the 
mine reopened* I do not knorw of any organizing that v;as going on or 
the cor-Tpany property* I do not thiri that the company preferred any 
union over the other* I am still not interested in the unions, and do 
not care Tvhich unioon I belong to as long as I can v:ork, and as long 
as there 1b only one union, and not all of that trouble eoine: on* 


John Sohnoider, but J was never actually ^molested or injured in any 
Tvay^ I was knocked out and was unconscious for throe weeks about two 
and a half years ngo^ I do not kneru v;hat heppened , but I think I was 

hit*^ I do not know who did it* I Tvas also injured in the mine when a 

big piece of coaf was laid up against a door that I had Just come 

thiTough, and it caught the mule and I got some ribs broken. I do not know 

who did that either. 

saw n few fights on the mine property, but I do not knoiv why ^ 
or hat they were fighting about* I did not see anyon^^ got boat on up 


'^v'fhile the stri e was on, and the FlTi men were on the ccxnpany 
properti^, I was not out ^liere, but I did drive by several timeB. I 


*I do not recall Y'hether I voted in the election at the Armory 


**lVhQn the mine reonened in 1939 I went back to work, and started 



There had not been any big fires, or falls out 


- - -- ^ 


“I TJE.E throatenod man;,'- times ty men of the PIJT, mostly 
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out there on the mine property# I think it v?as 
after tho second election that I waR Jurb., but I 
am not sure 'ft^hen it v;as* I ojn not eui'e of any 
of the dates* 


'‘I dc not rocr.ll any favoritism of Falcetti or the cc^pany for 
ono union over the othe . I do not recall any meetings of the TOSf-i 
I vent to a fev meetings at Redman^s hall for the I think that 

all of them v:ere after I v;as expelled from the PLfT, I vras not at any 
meetings ¥:ith Jack Glascow or saw him before the time I vas expelled 
from the FHV. 

'‘I have read the above statement on this pago and four other 
pages* It is all true and accurate. 
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■who resides ai 
Tield, Illijjois was in^ervaei 
on tv7o dlTiei'erit occasions. The firsi interview 
was started at his residenco on the al’ternoon of Friday^ September 3 , 
b ut was discontinu ed by ; 

iel d Field Office. Interviews wer e conducted 

agents 

|^^^^^H;culd make ag^QWutne^ . He^rassLiairappearanceTcane^ress 
Tnrise^^adequately, auviiog^ his^voice is rather -\veak. He appears 
earnest and sincere and would/^e ''easy to confuse on cross examination. 

He gave information set forth in the following signed statements 


•’ Springfield j 111 
September 5, 1943. 

identified Federal Bureau 

of Investigation. No promises, threats, or consideration of any kind 
has be':n made to me to make this statement. I am willing, if necessary 
to to court and repeat any t>art of this statement. 


''I have vvorked at mine B since I have been a driver 

most of the time during th-is period, 1 v.^as a member of the United 
mine 'Vorkers of America prior to 1932. I v^as never an officer, but I 
used to attend the :.eetings of the union quite regularly. In those days 
there v«ras not a very large attendance at the Union meetings. In 1932 the 
Progressive nine Torkers of America was organized. I think that it was 
organized because some of the men could not get offices in the That 

is the only reason that I can think of for organizing that union, 
the local at Nine 3 went to the jTA, I v;ent along vmth them, I did not 
especially care v.’hich union I belonged to, and was trilling to go into 
trhG PIiT! ' of A* Af"t>Gr "the P?.v* of A vras foi'niBdj and thG Toc^ttbs 'th6 
local did not get along with the company as well as before. There v/as 
always some sort of difficulty going on. The union men were complaining 
about things, and there v.-ere many short strikes, I went to the meetings 
regularly. There >fas alv;ays a good attendance at the meetings. I was 
aatisfiec wuth the way the local and the Progressive Fine ’'brkers of 
A;nerica i.as being r’m. I got along ‘ retty -v.reii vath it. 
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(contin'jod 



way, and i tniriK tnsx "inosL oi xne nen at the mine were pretty well satis- 
fied with the 1,'ay the union v:as being run. I did not hear anyone 
criticize the union, even the men ivho were later expelled from the union. 
There v'as some criticism of the union because of the heavy fines the 
union v/as putting on the men who ^.ere vrorking over i,J35 a week. Other 
than that I think that most of the men 'v.’ore satisfied, and I, personally, 
would have preferred to continue in the Progressive Union as it was. 


"On the day of the strike I came up, and went home as soon 
as the stxke was called;. I had not lieard that there was going to be a 
strike. I had not been at the meeting of the union the night before. I 
did not knov: tliat there was one. The men were bringing out small cars 
that day, I do not know why the men were loading small. 


"I did not know that there was to be a strike called, but 
I heard afteiw.'ards, that the strike was called because the men v^ould 
not v-ork -v.-ith those men Thio had been expelled from the union, and who 
the company i ould not discharge. I was not one of the men YJ'ho had been 
discharged from the union. I v:as ulicmbew oT the Progressive Mine Tlhrkers 
in good standing until shortly after the mine reopened in 1939. I had 
not attended any meetings at Redman’s hall, or taken part in or heard 
of any discussions about switching unions. There had been some discussion 
at the mine about a contract, and that was what the men v-ho were expelled 
from the union had bc:en complaining about, but that v:as not the reason 
that the strike was called as far as I knovr. 


"After the strike started I did not go back to the mine. I 
did not sign any petitions or papers of any kind that I can recall. I 
took no part in the org a n i 

Septer.iber and some man 

came to my nomc- and t^d my^dfe thai t^ 



\'ent out to the mine the day that the mine opened with 
"e v'ent out very early, long before any men show'ed up s6“ 
have the mules all harnessed and ready to go when the mine opened. 1 
stayed down all that day, hauling e-tc. Vihen I cane out that night all 
the' men had gone from around the shaft. I heard that the Progressives 
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v/ere not letting the non i^c to vork there, so I 
did not go back to the mine to work* I did not go 
out and stay on the company property '\*hen the sit 
_dov:n strike v;as in progress* I had a job to do 


back to the uinc or have anything to do ^ith the mine until it reopened 
in 1939* 


v.orking on the bottom , repairing, and v'orking on the machinery* ~ had to 
go dov,T) each morning at 6 Ali, and oil the machinery etc, boforn the men 
got there to go dov^n. So I did not see anything that happened around the 
pit on the top, I did not soe any fights, or any violence of any kind. 


the Ul^r'. A v:eek or so after the nine reopened in 1939 he came to me 
one day on top, and asked nc v.hat I vias going to do, and v-iiich union 
I was going to go vrith* I told him that I did not know and would let him 
know later. That night I whs talking to the fellov: that I ride v/ith, 
and he V- as a little disgusted with the because of the finoa they 
had put on him for working the sixth day in a week, and because he had 
not gotten the fines backaa^'he expected to. He said he vras going to 
go UI.rv, and I decided that I '.ould go v.ath him. I did not ask any one 
to join the UUe. 


ir;ho he \:as until later, but 1 savr him e t the mine regularly. He was a 
sort of safety man. He had not boon at the liune before the strike. 
There v/ero men doinf^ safetv ;'ori: at the ivii nr. hf^forn. bnt thii’tt' ?;trLVpd on 

— r ^ ^ ~ 1 ,-,^— - *■ * W~ — — — — . 


: 'Gilt out 'ilth him many times, and I never heard him say anything about 
which union he wonted us to have at the mine. I never savr anything at 
the mine indicLting that they liad any preference* 


"hen I >vent back to the mine in 1939 I got the job or 


althoudi I heard that there ^.;as some, and did hel 


the cage V'hen he came do\rn in a cor, and said that 



iecfi beaten 


out on 


up. 


’*Charly Bohannon vais the only one wrho ever asked me to join 


knev 



slightly at the nine. I did not know 



was >/orking there, and are still on. No one ■•^as hired 
^^Jplace ’.rhen he loft. 


’*! have known Oscar Falcotvi personally for i.iany years. I 
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(continued) 



is not much difference in the way the local is 
being run that "when it was a PUT local, except that 
not as nany men attend the meeting as before. 


'‘I have nererleer^thr^atene^^^^Lm^^reated in any way by 

trouble vi L , b-'-'j not particularly 

interested in the affairs of the union. He has not returned to work since 
the strike. Ily sons worked at mine B. 

”1 do not recall any literature everjr being passed out at 
the mine. Some of the men had been skeptical about the contract yrith 
the company yrior to the strike in 1937, and asked Falcetti about it. 

He T-ould shoiv the contract to then. That is the only tiling that I ever 
saw handed out at tho mine * 


have read the above statement on this page and four other 
pages. It is all true and aociirate. 






JOHN L. L0'-.ia, ET ij. 





INTERVIB- ^<ITH 



Illinois, on tl 


:iYiovvQd at his residence 

Springfield, 
aftornnon or tiep timber 6, 


1 94-5 j Agents 

for i:hs 


i. r.e 

a- • ,-'9o.r>a.oe r ' 1 -' can ex'^jness hiriself woll- 
forth on the follc/.ving signed Btatomont'i 



nake 

oeR nave^ j^rTnokes a good 
H3 information set 


^Springfield, 111# 
September 6, 1943# 


of Investigation. No prcnises, threats oi consideranion of any kind 
has hocn nade to me to -Tiol-re this Etatemenc* 


norked at nine B for ^ByoarE# I rarely vrent to any 
union neetings* I did not cr^re an^hing aboiit unions, or v;hich union 
I belonged to. In tho spring of 1937 I d trouble v:ith my eyes, and 
did not work for six vreeks. I ca:r.o back and only worked nine days 
v/hen the strike started# I did not know an^^hing about the strike, 
or that it v,-as going to bo called* I do not kncfw vJhnt it was over, 
although I think it was because tho ooanpany a:ould not fire some non. 

I kne^; these i^n# I had never heard them or anyone else say anything 
about sv;itching unions, or anything against tho Progressives, 


“After the strike started I did not go to any nectings, sign 
any not it ions, or havo an;^hing to do v/ith the mine or the union, 

I voted in the election, and voted exactly as I ^'-’anted to vote* It 
v;as a fair elect ion as far as I knoiv. 



“T he rules of the PI f orb id a rienb e r fr om a s s oc i at i ng w it h 
nejobers of the UTlV, I did not pay any attention to it, because I had 
friends in both unions. After tho strike started, thoy called mo and 
told me to cone up to tha union hall for a mooting, I -did not want to 
go, and did not go, I found out about t'vo wooks alter that I had been 
cxpoll'wd from the union, I do not knw w;hat I was expelled for, or for 
hcr.v- long, I did not care an;>’i:hing about it, 

was never abused by any members of either union, I did 

not earn v:hich union I belonL-ed to* I would hr vg been lust as satis- 
... _ ^ - ^ 

fied vith the FI17 v;hen they kicked me out. After that I did not sec 

any reason for sticking with them, but it did not make any difforcnco 

because I did not intend to work in the minos any noro. 
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"I hDVG read the above statement on this 
page and one other page,'. It is all true and 
aocurate:r 






JOHN U ^ ^ 



(cent inued} 
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INTERVira^TT|^_ 
gent, careful in his“ sua^ 


© 


1 . 


7 



•was interviewed on September 10, 1943 ,. cop' 
s knowledge of the Mine '*B** situation. 

hi^ly in'teiix- 

s, azid'TWSWnBff^^^good wi'tness. 



Relative tc testimony if he is called as a witness 

it should be noted thatn^Keprs^iary of all events of any consequence 
happening throughout the entire period in question. He is able to refer to 
this diary and refresh his recollect ion giving a complete picture of what 
happened on each individual date. one of those convicted in 

the mine bombing case. He also was^^cue^warly in the 1930's in 
Christian County along with others for rioting. The case was never prose- 
cuted. 


[has been seriously injured by gun fire, presumably by 
Ifoited Mine VKorkers on -two occasions. In the fall of 1932 h e was shot in 
the leg by a Union Mine Tiorker by the name Later on March 

6, of 1936, he was ambushed by an unknown ass ail ant wh^s®: him in the back, 
permanently injuring his right ana, the bullet striking him in the cack and 
traveling down the upper arm. On "two occasions, once on Christmas eve in 
1933, and later on in the summer his home "was riddled "twice by gun fire. On 
Christmas eve both he and his wife narrowly missed being hit. On the second 
occasion no one -was at home. 


diary contained much information of interest to this 

case to •which he coulTd not testify personally, and so is not included in the 
signed statement. Such incidents and conversations 'with Elshoff, Falcetti, 
and others as he could testify to personally are set out in the signed 
statement, "which is as follows: 


’’Springfield, Illinois 
September 10, 1943 


” 1 . 

Special Agents 
ti gat ion. 



make the following voluntary statement to 
of the Federal Bureau of Inves* 



full name is 
gfield 



"I have been a mi ner an d connected in various capacities with 
mining organizations since .3® At that time, I was a member of the United 
Mine "Workers of America, and for a period of time approximately^^ 
was employed at Mine B, Springfield, Illinois, At the time the ^eak 
occurred in the United Mine Tlorker ranks in 1932, at which time. -Hie 
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Progressive Miners of jbnerica was formed, I was 
ployed at Peabody Mine No* 59 at Springfield, Illinoist 
Before the formation of the Progressives in 1932, I 
acted as a watcher, during which time the two refer- 
endums were held by the United Mine TSorkers to determine whether or not 
they would accept the contract agreed upon between the Scale Committee of 
the United Mine Ttorkers and the Scale Coimnittee of the Illinois Coal Oper- 
ators Association, I was present at the time the ballots and vote tabu^ 
lations were allegedly stolen by representatives end followers of John L* 
Levels, In the succeeding reaction which followed, I took an active part 
in the organization of the Progressive Miners of -America* 



”One of the mines which was organized by the Progressive Miners 
and which came under my jurisdiction as a Board Member was the Mine B Coal 
Company located in Springfield, Illinois, and operated by Carl H* Elshoff* 
This mine was under the jurisdiction of Local No, 54, Prog res sive^ Mine 
j*orkers of America and vras a part of District No* 4, 


The Mine B Coal Company was organized by the RaA in the Fall of 
1932 , and from that date, up until the Spring of 1937, relationships be- 
tween the management, Carl H* Elshoff and the PMA, Y/e^e friendly and all 
grievances arising were settled in a satisfactory manner according to an 
established procedure and joint contract without any interference in pro- 
duction or strikes* 

"The first knowledge of any trouble or controversy at Mine B was 
brought to my attention in April of 1937, On March 31, 1937, the contract 
v.hich had been signed by Elshoff and the RIA in 1935 expired. At that time 
and prior, negotiations had been going on between the Scale Committee of the 
PMA and the Scale Committee of the Coal Producers Association of Illinois 
in order to arrive at a satisfactoi'y contract for all mines being operated 
by the FMA, On March 31, 1937, Mine B was not a member of the Coal Producers 
Association, and it was necessary to enter into a contract wit h Elsh off as 
a n Independen t operator* On April 2, 1^37, 

signed an agreement with Elshoff e xx e no^i n g ' t he c dirt r act which 
expired on flarch 31 until such time as an agreement was reached between the 
Coal Producers Association and the Scale Committee of the HIA and ratified 
by the members of the Progressive Miners Union in this District* This ex- 
tention of contract which was signed by Mr, Elshoff carried with it the 
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agreeBient of record adopted March 29, 1931,. which 
provided a retzo-active wage scale if the United Mine 
worker E were granted one in Illinois* 


”Qn April 5, 1937, the Pit Committee of Local No. 54 came to my 
office inquiring about t he retro»active clause in the contract* This 

stand- 



ing according to record made in joint scale on March 29* 


"On April 6* ^ receive d a call early in the morning from 

who informed me that trouble had 

arisen at Mine B, the company taking the stand that was contrary to the ten- 
tative contract which had becnsign^by Carl Elshoff. ulien I went to the 
mine, it was reported to me' that Falcetti had started an agitation 
that the company would not the retro-active agreement. I found 

that the following men had been active in agitating this question: Tony 
Plotch, Charles "Bowling Green" Bohannon; Dominic Pasquale; Joe Albonese, 
also knov.Ti as Sam Catalone; Frank Austin; George and ^ery Jackaway; Jamas 
Hale; Andrew Skelevieus; John ''^Cotton" Ananias, Jr; John Sirtout; and 
T.illiam "Pete" Carter. These men had been agitating among the men, stating 
that the superintendent of the mine, Oscar Falcetti, had stated that there 
was no retro-active feature in the agreement which had been signed by 
Elshoff. 


"The min© did not work on April 6, 1937, because at the time I 
had arrived there and settled this trouble, the managomont stated that it 
was too late for the men to go down into the mine. The Coal Company 
claimed it was now almost 8:00 0* clock, claiming it we^ too late for the 
men to go down* I insisted that the men v/ere ready to go to work as the 
starting time v^as 8:00 o'clock, but they refused to put the men to -work* 

"That morning, I talked personally to Tony Plotch, and he told 
me that the superintendent Falcetti had told him the company did not have 
any contract or agreement with the Progressives which provided for retro- 
active pay, and he was not in favor of working under such conditions* I 
told Plotch this was not true and that the Progressives did have a contract 
which provided for retrr-activo pay* 




1 937. a mee ting of the men at Mine B was called by 
^ .wuK my request* At that time, I explained 

^novT , it would be retro-active to April 1, 

1937, as far as any pay increase v>:. ^ concerned and instructed the men to 
go on down to work and that the company would have to live up to its con- 
tract. The men went on down to v/ork* Later in the day I received a call 
from the Pit Committee who stated that they had been called out of the mine 
by what they thought at first to be the company, but upon answering the 
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INTERVIg^; TJ 
'continued; 



call, found that it consisted of Dominic Pasquale, 
iiUdrew Skelevieus, Joe Jarvis, Tony Plotch, John Ananias, 
Jr., and one or two others who had not gone down into 
the mine that day* These men had yellow slips which 



they said were contracts 

!'or the Progressive, and ' 

"'operators* These pieces 

developed v/ere United Mine Ttorker opposition in o ur Prog;ressive Qrg^ani-^ 

the agreement 

of the actual situation in an effort to create 
trouble and to cause a strike at the mine* In this matter, the company made 
no effort to insist that these men go to their work. In fact, I noted that 
the bosses reported to the mine this day, April 7, 1937, without their dinner 
pails, w'hich indicated to me that they did not expect to go to work. 


"In view of the fact that it had been reported by these twelve spies 
that Falcetti had told them that there was no retro-active feature in the 
agreement signed with Elshoff, I personally talked to Falcetti, at which 
time he did not deny that he had told the men this, and I told him that 
there was a retro-active clause in the agreement and that the compaxy would 
live up to it and that he, Falcetti, was not going to keep these men from 
going to work on this morning, which was April 7, 1937. From the attitude 
of the management and these tv/elve men on this morning and the previous 
morning, April €, it was more or less apparent that the company was working 
with these men to strike the mine and put the Progressive Organization in 
a bad light. 


"On April 5, 1937, the Joint Scale Committees arrived at an agree- 
ment that any wage increases will date from April 1957, On Apr il 9, 1937, 



jcond tentative agreement. At this time^ spokes- 

man for our group. No agreement w^as signed at this time, but th^ matter was 
taken under advisement by Elshoff and Falcetti. 

_ "O n Sund ay, April 11, 1937, I went to Lline B in company with 

talk to Elshoff and Falcetti on the second tentative" 
agreements •'"^^noff claimed he saw no need of a second tentative agreement, 
he will abide by the one he signed on April 2. 


"On April 12, 1937, I heard rumors that individual members of 
these tv/elve men mentioned heretofore were specifically soliciting member- 
Bhip for the United Mine Tiorkers of Anerica. This was later confirmed in 
fact, and these men were expelled from the Progressive Miners of Anerica by 
appropriate action through the Local. I was advised of this by officials 
of the Local. 
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the discharge of five former Progressives who had been expelled because of 
their activity on behalf of the United Mine T,orkers from the FMA« The names 
of these men were Frank Austin; u.L» **Pete” Carter, Andrew Skelcvieus; 

Dominic Pasquale, Joe ^Ibanese, alias San Catalone* I took the case up with 
both Elshoff and Falcetti, but the company declined to write up joint 
evidence* They refused to stop these five men from working. '*-hen he refused 
to write up joint evidence, I a sked him if we could refer this d isput e^ him 
to select a man and I to select someone else that may 

select. Elshoff did agree to aslTT^^^v^er about referring th^^as^ At 
about this time, Falcetti v/as called out; he camo back a few minutes later 
and stated that it had been reported that the cars were coming up not loaded 
or loaded short* Elshoff argued that he could not discharge these men be- 
cause he would be liable under the V^aggoner Act. That was the position he 
was taking* However, he agreed to get his lawyer’s version of the situation* 
At my insistence, he called his lav;yer at that time, whom he arranged to see, 
rind agreed to meet me at 2:00 clock that afternoon v.^^th the Committee to 
give his answer. 


celled ny attention to the fact that cars were apparently being sent up not 
loaded to capacity, T suggested that he take that matter up with the Pit 
Committee, in accordajice vrith the provisions of the joint contract between 
PMA and the Company. 


mine in normal operation. Them cars are not being loaded properly,’* I told 
him that I came out here to get his answer regarding the case before us and 
that’s what I was here for. He refused to do anything. At this point, 
negotiations broke ofj", Bind I notified the engineer and the chedk wayman that 
the compajny had refusc'd to handle case in accordance with the contract. V.lien 
the men wore notified of his action, the work ceased, and the men came out 
of the pit. 


at which time, I told the members that the five man who had been expelled had 
a right to appeal and that if it were proved that they were innocent. Local 
No. 54 was responsible and these five men would be paid. 

further i-ecall with respect to ray negotiations with Elshoff on 
that morning with res^iect to his liability under the \mggoner Labor Act that 


”Then we left the office, and as we did so, Falcetti and Elshoff 


’*At approxinately 2:15 thr.t eturned to Elshoff ’s 




office with the Pit CommittGe and El.>noff refused to do 

anything at all with I'egard to handling the He did say, ’’Put this 




”A meeting cif Local Ho. 54 was held on tho night of May 12, 1937, 
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these nen had a right of appeal and that if it were 
found that they had been wrongfully discharged, the 
Progressive Organization would underwrite any ex- 
pense that Elshoff might' have had to stand by stopping 
the men from working at our request. He refused to consider this offer 
and refused to discharge the men. 


"After May 12, 1937, for a period of about three weekS| there was 
picketing at Mine B by the Progressive Organization. There was no violence, 
and it T;as during this time that a petition was circulated among the mem- 
bers of the Progressive Organization in which over 400 signed and which 
stated that they desired, as employees of Mine to be represented by the 

Progressive Mine h'orkers of America as Collective Bargaining Agency for 
Local Union No. 54. This petition Virrs one of the three originals vfhich 
were made at' that time, inasmuch as when the men signed the petition, they 
signed three copies, one of which was presented to Elshoff, another to be 
retained v/ith me a s District Bo ard I.cmber, and the third furnished to the 
District President Upon receipt of the petition. Superintendent 

Falcetti, who was p^serit^^^okod at each p age o f signatu res, Carl Elshoff 
acknowledged the list of names and gave receipt typed 

out on letterhead of Mine B Coal Company, sTgnedD^Ga^L Elshoff, President. 
This letter acknowledged the receipt of the petition, but refused to 
acknowledge the authenticity of the signatures* At this time, Carl ^Ishoff 
stated that he had seen some cards which had been signed by United Mine 
•*orkers. However, he v/ould not state as to who they were or how many they 
had seen or show anything to that effect. On almost every occasion that I 
went out to the mine, I generally noted that at least a few of the twelve 
men who had been expelled from Local Union No, 54 were hanging around the 
mine. 


"On August 6, 1937, I went to Mine B with 
and two others to present a tentative contract to Elshoff for his srgna^'ureT 
Elshoff did not sign this contract or indicate in any way that he would. 

Re stated that if he decided to sign the contract that he would get in touch 
with me • 


"On August 14, 1937, I telepho ned Elshoff, making an appointment 
with him.^ I proce eded to the mine bhe Pit Committee, 

except at which tir': W the return of the 

petition^^icnwe had previously g^^" toEls ho ff on July 12, 1937. This 
v;e.s done in view of the fact that Elshoff had not acted upon the receipt 
of the petition in recognizing the Progressives as the Bargaining 7igent with 
employees of that nine. 1 asked Elshoff about signing a contract at that 
time, and Elshoff stated that he i^ras "up in the air. You have asked for the - 
petition back." In the course of further discussion, Elshoff said, “iThen 
I sign a contract, it w^ill be with a Union, I started in 1912 and have 


- 411 


o 


TrNmT T T ’C7'"T O 'C*'T ' T ' 

C'WXiJ.'l i-f« kJ M UX X4X-#* 


hi CL^ 




-b 9^ 


always been in charge or connecte’d with Ifoion mines#** 

He did not say with what Union he would sign or that 
he would sign a contract with the Progressives. He 
stated that he would let us know on the following Monday 


whether or not he w^ould return the petition. 


'*0n September 6j 
in the car belonj^n£ tc 



1 957^ I went to Chicago, Illinois, bei 
Accompanying me were 
At Chicago, 



Ejid proceeded to the office of Mr* L# 

u. oujorK, wno was une negionai Lfi rector of the Thirteenth Region, National 
Labor Relations Board. V-hen v;e ajrrived at his office, Ray Edmundson, 
Provisional President of i^istrict No. 12, United Mine i^orkers of America^ 
was already there. There vjere no terns of settlement arrived at to open 
the mine. Spokesman for our group who presented the 

petitions and evidence that the employees desired to be repre- 

sented by the RIA and requested that an election be held. Ray Edmundson 
objected to an election, stating that the United Mine l*orkers already had a 
contract with Elshoff, He claimod many noones signed on cards requesting 
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he refused to submit any evidence of these signatures, saying that when the 
right time came, he would produce them. He insisted that employees of 
Mine B who belonged to the UIiT7A would put the mine into operation. 

"The question also arose as to whether the men suspended from tho 
Progressive Organi zatl on, which at this tine had reached twelve, would be 
put back to v/erk. Bajork did not conmit himself at all upon this question. 
Edmundson insisted that these men should be put back to work# Our spokesman 


an election be held to determine what organization vj^ould represent the em- 
ployees of Mine B. 

"On August 28, 1937, a contract was signed bctv/cen the Scale 
Committees of the htUk and the Coal Producers Association of Illinois. This 
contract was formally ratified and state-wide referendum as of September 
10, 1937, by the Progressive Locals. On September 10, 194'3, a new petition 
^rms signed by members of Local No. 54 at the office of the RIA as they came 
in to vote on the referendum. 


"On September 17, 1937, I locate Elshoff at his office 

abcut a new contract. I talked tc v/ho advised that Elshoff 

was in T.isconsin. I again tried tc iocatejSj^Sf at the Mine B Office on 
September IS, 1937, without results. I attempted again to locate Elshoff 
September 20, 1937, at both iline B and at his home, he was reported to be 
out of the city and would probably be back on September 21, 1937* 

"On September 21, 1937, I, with the Cojimittee includin-^ 
and Attorney Dowell, conferred with tho Governor of the State ol 
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and he suggested that everyone be allowed to work at 
the mine, suspended member s and all, until the Nationfil 
Labor Relations Board decision was coniplGteds' 



September 2^j j,937^,__^was able to locate Elshoff at Mine Bf 
and upon instructions fr arrejiged for a 
mooting on the following day at the ib^ranaJI^ LScol^notel^ 

^937, I, with 

met with Elshofl’ and rai<rd1 
was the spokesman for our organ* 

ra T Vinyl — 

wixw X Jb. ^ X u iXM w ^ X xuu w — 

viously made to Mr, Elshoff in ths^t if the Labor Board recommended that 
the men who were expelled from Local Nol 54, should be put back to 

work that the Progressive Organization would underwrite any expense in 
which Elshoff might be involved as a result. insisted that all the Pro- 
gressives of this Local were ready to go back to work, but not with the 
twelve men inasmuch as under the closed shop contract with the mine, they 
were not entitled to hold their jobs there if they were not members of 
the Progressive Miners of America. Contracts with Uine B expressly stated 

+ Vi fH 4- «*!’*-> o>r^Vt +-ViA X^^lT L nm tpri^ .• Ir o 4- 4-\-stk4‘ 

rvxxi^ n^l ^ 9 V^J. A 11x4 Tlf^l C> ^ X ^ X \X VW A- |,«X1XXV 

mine. No agreement was reached at this meeting. 

’^On September 25, 1937^ I received a call from 
who advised that Dominic Pasqualo, Cha.rles Bohannon, Joe ^l&anese had run 
him off of the mine property^ They had approached him about joining up 
with the \MuA and said that he must sign in order to work at Mine B. 

Tri Ilians advised me that they blocked his entrance to the en gine rocan. I 
gave th e Sheriff of S ana^Jnon County this information. I, 

saw iSomin^^Tasqu^^ try to conceal a gun vj-hich he stuck in a box of chalk 
right next to the desk of Falcctti in the mine office. Falcetti at that 
time was at his desk. 


"iThen we arrived at the office, Pasquale, Albanese, Bohannon were 
in conference with Falcetti, and cur appearance apparently surprised them 
and Pasquale was not able to conceal his gun in time to prevent our seeing 
it. A few seconds later, three or four Deputy Sheriffs arrived. I picked 

^ ^ ^ - J ’ X 4^^ 4-T «■; Tuie. 1 4- ^ ^ i *. 

up tUiU bUI litrui UVVJ l/V l>xic i^#V:?pUL,^ XHXCX X4-4 0* XIU-O ill 

a search of the others present with the exception of Falcetti, and it was 
found that Joe -aib^nese v;as carrying a long barrel .38 revolver. Both 
Albanese and Pasquale were arrested at this time for carr ying concealed 
weapons* I asked Falcetti if he were trying to stop can working, 

and ho said, “No”. Falcetti did not reprimand any ol the'se men for carry- 
ing weapons or for tha.t was created by their actions on this 

date.. I instructed to return to his work in the engine room. 
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^*Latcr in the day, I was again informed that 
had been run off his job at i1 

supposed to heve^been done by others 

with Charles Bohannon* I know wae 

hired by John L* Lewis as an investigator for the United Mine rforkers* 
has told me that he was employed by John L. Lewis; that when Lewis told 
him to do a thing, ho did it* 


'*In the local newspaper, we were advised that Mine B would open 
on September 27, 1937, for work* I addressed a meeting of Local No. 5 4, 

WJl, on September 26, 1937, at v;^hich tine I told them all to report for work 
on that morning* 

'*0n Monday morning, September 27, 1937, I went to Mine B with about 
300 men of the Rl/i who v^ere reporting for v^ork with their dinner pais. I 
talked to Oscar Falcetti, v:ho, at first, would give me no answer at all* 

Later he came out of the office and asked the UILl/i to furnish 50 men for 
work. I told him these men who were members of the v/ere insisting on 
their rights under the National Labor Relations -act and are demanding pay 
for any displacement of men of our organization from their jobs. 10 so- 
called UlJVLl men went bolovf to work, and three reported for work on top, 

I told the men that day to go in individually and report to work to Falcetti< 
Falcetti refused to take any of their names, and in less than a minute, left 
:ver, the men continued to report for work, consulting 
or anyone v^ho happened to be in the office, ^ithen Falcetti 
men, he said the.t he was only recognizing the United Mine 

‘Workers . 


the office Howe 



for the 50 


*^It was about this time that I, along with others, hoard that the 
UlivVA v/as going to try to put the mine in operation v/ith imported strike- 
breakers from dovmstate Illinois. There was also a r-^or that they would 
bring some men in from Taylorville and the Midland Track, which is in 
Christian County, Illinois, and in which is situated four mines operated'*' 
by the Peabody Coal Company and organized by the UNH'/A. 

*^0n September 28, 1937, the men again went cut to the mine to re- 
port fcT work and demanded their jobs. On this date, no-one went down in 
the mine to work. In view of the rumor that we had heard about imported 
strike-breakers, the men determined to protect their jobs and simply stayed 
on the company property. At no time did we consider that we wore striking 
against the company but at all times had informed the company that we were 
ready to go back to work. The men continued to stay at the mine until 
they v^ero enjoined from doing so by an order of the United States district 
Court, Southern District of Illinois, on or about November 23, 1937. During 
this time, no violence of any sort occurred upon the mine property, and 
when the order was issued, the men complied with it. 

**Qrr October 8, 1937, I, with^ 
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was made toward putting the mine in operation and holding an election 
fifteen days later to determine who would bo the Bargaining /^ency for the 
men at lline This matter of ’ peration before an election 


that they did not have a majority of employees at this mine, ivt this meet- 
ings Elshoff agreed to take our proposition regarding the election up with 
the other side. However, Elshoff failed to carry out his part in connection 




and reported to me that vrhen they applied for work^ Falcetti answered say- 
ings have a UlflA contract.*^ itfter learning that had been certified by 

the NLRB as bargaining agency I tried to contact -^Ishoff on this date, but 
later saw in the Springfield State Joump.l that Elshoff was going to close 
IJine B indefinitely. I again tried to locate Elshoff on January 7, but he 
was reported to be out cf the city. 


and served papers on him relative tc the retrc-active agreeme ^ ^ 

1937, in the absence of Elshoff and Falcetti, and told him at that time that 


demands for the retro-a ative scp*l^ due the members of Local No. 54 or cer- 


right'*. I then asked him for a receipt and ho said that he would have to 
see his lavyer. I th^n asked Elshoff about sig-^ing the contract with the 
PMA* ^ said, “The mine is shut down.“ I also told Elshoff I was ready at 
any time to sign a WA contract. Elshoff wanted to know^why I wanted a 


was instituted by an Attorney, 
and was simply ddaying action t 



for the United Mine Workers, 
iine ^^orkers must have known 



“On January 4, 1,936 , which was the date on w^iich the Labor Board 



However, the others were permitted to go in* These men later came back 


February 16, 1938, I went out to Mine B and saw 
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receipt to the demands for retrcf-active unpaid wages 
which had been presented to him* I told him if we dould 
not settle, we la^iy have to resort to the Civil Courts* 

He said that we had already entered a suit for the 


retro-active wages. 


"On March 14, 1935 
cut to Mine S to see Elshof: 



up before they come out to the mine. During the conversation with Elehoff, 
they noted that the fan at the mine which circulates air was running at full 
speed, and six pit cars were loaded with props ready to send down. ^»hen 
these facts were reported to me, I called Elshoff, who said that the power 
was off and that the only juice for the lights and the fcins was being supplied. 

He said that no work was being done in the mine, 

"From then on until the expiration of ray term as Beard Member, I 
contacted Epshoff at various tines trying to work out a contract without any 

results, I remember three or four times asking Elshoff how he was main- 

tain^ the expense paying royalties and also the expense of opening the mine 
at some future date. Ho would never make a definite answer. At times, 

I accused him of favoring the v^hich he never affinned or denied. 


information and dates appearing herein were verified by notes kept by me in 
my diary, and to the best of my knov;ledge and recollection are true. 


that market conditions were bad and that he did not know when he would open 


was on January 13> 1939. At that tine phoned Elshoff about a 


"I have road this statement v/hich consists of eighteen pages. All 


Signed: 



•ifitnessed: 



Special nhgent, FBI. 




Special Agent, FBI, 


If 



After the execution of this statement a further review of 


IBHB 


d 


the mine. 


Another attempt v/as made to locate Elshoff on October 8, 1936. 
and tho last record of any conversationata^Lin his diary with Elshoff 
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contract* was again told that market conditions did 
not warrant the opening of the mine and that in the event 
business conditions in the future improved, and he con- 
sidered opening the mine that he would get in touch with 


Relative to the strategic impcrt^ce of Mine stated 

that it v;as the largest single mine in the Springfield Area* be ^ated that 
the Panther Creek Mines considered collectively employed more men* He con- 
sidered Mine Basn strategic point of attack by particularly in the 

Springfield District, because it was the largest single nine under one owner* 


In event any background infcrmation is desired as to the struggle 
^tween United Mine "^workers and Progressive Mine 7<~orkers of in 1932, 
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was interv iewed by Special Agents 

at the Springfield Office 


associated 


on September iO, 1S45* 


has been engaged in the occupation of coal mining or 
the activities of unions Rajnft for the pa_st^^^^Vyear8« 


a good ^ppea?^ 

anc^, sTna^all male© ™ cooperative" witness as far as the Government's case is 
concerned. During the pertinent periods which are covered by this investiga- 
tion, he was an active official of Local 54, PM, and attended many of the 
meetxngs xn vfhxch attempts were made to reopen the mine and to n ego tiate ^ 
contract vdth CAKL ZLSHOFF and OSCAR FALC5?TTI. Vfith regard to’ 
it should be noted that he was one of those convicted in the mine Dombing 
case during 1937, and served a two year term in a Federal institution from 
the middle of 1939 until September 1940. 


The statement which was executed Ilv 



is as follows: 


” Springfield, Illinois 
September 10, 1-943. 


Tt T 


Special Agent 
vestigp.txon. 



make the following voluntary statement to 
Tof the Federal Bureau of In- 


an 


”My nrune is & nd I reside ai 

Springfield, r n 

ever since I was years of age have be^ empt^eST 
gaged in activity relied to the coal mining industry, 
for the I^ine B Coc.1 Company, Springfield, Illinois, und#" 
Carl H. Elshoff in 1931, At that time and prior, I was 
Mine ^^^orkers. Ho'wever, when the Progressive Mine Worker 
their union in the fp-11 of 1932 I joined them. At that 

r\-f^ T o c 1 ^ A L ’IT^ TllinrsTiC wVi T ^ \\C' 

^ ^ ^ A p -LAJ. J- W f 4 AA V'J-A 4 4i-^ 

the Mine B Coal Company. In the . fall of 1932 the entire 
local, except o ne ma n by the name of 
Progressives. 





in coiil 
I first went to work 
r the managoanent of 
a member of the United 
3 of America formed 
time I was a member 
d "Jurisdiction over 
metnbership of this 
o with the 





”To the best of my recollection the relationships betw'een the PMA 
and the management at Mine B were good from 1932 until the Spring of 1937* 

All grievances and difficulties arising were handled in accordance "with 
settled procedure and there were no work stopages or strikes during this per- 
iod. I personally became a^^rare of some agitation in Local No. 54 on the part 
of ten or twelve men early in April of 1937. The contract which the PMA had 
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with Elshoff as an independent operator expired on Mar^ 
51, 1937. Some of these men, nacjely, Andrew Skrelevioua^ 
Charles ^Bowling Green” ■^oharmon, Bominic Pasquale, Tony 
Plotch, Pete Carter, Frank Austin, Joe Alhanese, "Cotton” 


Ananias, and perhaps a few others, ware active. It was my understanding that 
these men were agitating among the membership, stating that the ccmpany would 
not recognize the retroactive pay features ^ich might be subsequently ex- 
ecuted in contract. I can recall that some of these men had yellow pieces 
of paper which were reported to have been obtained from the office of the 
company, principally from Oscar Falcetti, the Company Superintendent, These 
men were representing that this paper stated thr.t no retroactive pay would 
be obtained from the company. I definitely recall that early in April the 
work of these men was so effective that they attempted to stop production at 
the mine. 


that the e xisting contracts would provide that retroactive pay would be in 
effect &nc attempted to persuade the men to go back to work. The men 

were willing to go back to work. However, the company officials, namely, 
Falcetti, st^.ted that it was too late and refused to send the men down into 
the mine. This was shortly before 8 o'clock; that starting time at the mine 
was 8:00 r. .m. I recall that throughout the entire month of ^pril these men 
continued to cause trouble, still arguing the contract question. Early in 
fey of 1937 I remember attending one meeting at which five men were expelled. 
These men were Frank Austin, Boninic Pasquale, Pete Carter, Joe Albanese, 
and Tony Flotch, To the best of my recollection this was a regular member- 
ship meeting, the trials of these men^ having been held SOTetime previously 
by the trial board. This was simply & referendum to the membership of Local 


felt that the trial committee had taken the proper action. On May 12, there 
was a strike at Mine B. I worked in the mine all during that day until the 
ef:rly part of the afternoon when word came down that Elsb ff hEvd refused to 
recognize the closed shop contract betv;een the Company and in that he re- 
fused to fire the five men v/ho had been expelled from the Union. I received 
more definite information on this mr.tter v/hen I came up out of the mine and 
talked to some of the men on top. Then for a period of approximately three 
v/eeks there v/as some picketing at the mine-, and during this time a petition 
was circulated among the men in order to determine whether or not they wanted 
to be represented by the Progressive ^^ine -Workers, 


n 


I recall thax 



came out to the mine and explained 


54 to voice their approval of the trial board’s decisions. The membership 



- 419 





RE: JOHN L. LE-vIS, 









2T AL ip 7 O 

L no 


INTERVIE^m^ITH^ arrived and as we went -in I, together wit)||[|||^HH^ saw 

Pasquale take a gun and try to h,,lde it in a box of some 

V UUli ^ DUl U- <-»Upt;i ill OeiAU Oli U VO^^JLI -I cl j. v> O l/ t- J. UtJBfi.* J-i- A 1^— 

membe r corre ctly^, Falcetti, Bohannon, Pasquale, and Al- 
brtnese were in the room. notified the Sheriff of what Pasquale had 

done and after the Sherifffouna the gun a search was made of the other oc- 
cupants in the room with the possible exception of Falcetti. It was found 
that Albanese v/r;S also carrying a gun, a revolver of some sort. These two 
men v/ere arrested on that dPvte for carrying concealed wep^pons . I do not re- 
call that Falcetti said a single word dur ing all the time that this was going 
on. It is mv recollection, however, talked to Falcetti concern- 
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job. Shortly after iJiis in the latter part of September, 1937, there was an 
attempted opening of Inline B. I, along with the other employees of Mine B, re- 
ported for work that morning and I recall that Falcetti came out and told the 
men that they would hfive to be United Mine ^^^orkers to -work at Mine B, inasmuch 
as the company had a contract with the UWi' of A* Falcetti gave the explana- 
tion that he h.d nothing to do v;ith the hiring of the men and that he was 
simply cr..rr^lng out orders. On thut date on! y ton or twelve fellows went down 
to work in the mine, these being the ten or twelve men who had been expelled 


have been passed. 


vh « ^4- -4-Vi m ^ rt d T 4" 3 rF^ o nr/*i y*r4 e 
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also reported tc v/ork on the following day with a number of tho 
men from Local 54. On this date no one went down into the mine and to the 
best of my recollection, the Sheriff of Sangamon bounty was present and re- 
quested the ten or tv/elve men who went down the previous day to stay in the 
cabin for their own protection. 


4"Vir 4* Hr-ir /^n +*.Vm= Tn»=»r\ r 4 R+.r rm+- ri+'. ■mlYlfi T'^.p Htt +".Pi irr> 

to work p^t any time the management would put them to work. It was about this 
time that we received word, more or less in the form of .aimor, that the 
United Mine '^*orkers were going to try to put the mine in operation with im- 
ported strike breakers, principally from the Peabody Mines down on the Midland 
track in Christian County, w^ich were a^ll organized by the of A. This 
picketing continued up until the latter part of November v:hen a Federal in- 
junction yris obtained by ^Ishoff enjoining the men from coming on to tho 
property. I left the mine about the middle of November and v^rr.s not present 
when this injunction wr-.s served^ 


recall starting out to Mine B on the morning of January 4, 1938 , 
at which t ime there was another attempted opening* I rodo out with 

Eov/ever, before wa reached the mine some of the men coning beet 
'toTa the mine would not be put in operation, sc we returned to Spring- 

field. 
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”ln 1938 I was elected Pit Ccgnmi ttee< 

together with and it 

v/ris part of the duties of my off icex^aTxer^^il cieetings 
looking forward to negotiations with a contract with Els- 
hoffin the settlement of grievances • I remember going out to the mine witjx 
other nembe rs of the Pit Committee sometime in February, 1938, and 
talking: to^^H^^^^mUoonceming retroactive pay for certain of the men, 
nr^mely, possibly others, who had continued t o work 

at the mine on Jif.y ^^19^ • I later returned in the sane month with 
and the Pit Committee at this tine talking to Elshoff and Falcetti* 
call I^Rl^^^Vwas more or less the spokeFman for our group as this would 
job as Board Laeobere Elshoff and Falcetti were approached 
relative to the opening of the mine and recognition of the contracts To the 
best of my recollection, Elshoff ^s ans'.ver was that the mine was shut down and 
there was no business so why sign a contract. 

”In March of 1956 we received word that some work wr s going on at 
the mine and that mu] es were mine. I went out to 

we drove up and if we 

did not know that there was an injunction. said that surely we could come 

out there on business. went in to talk to Falcetti, stating that if there 

was any work going on at the nine we were claiming it for members of Progressive 
Local No. 54. I can recall seeing Frank -"^ustin at the mine that day. FalcettJ. 
told us that there wr.s nc work going on at the mine and that these mules were 
to be used by Frank Austin, and they wore simply perfoming thr t work as pay- 
ment. There was to be no remuneration for the work they v^rere doing outside 
of the fact that they were to get to use the mules. V7e noted at the time that 
the fan of the nine was in operation, went into Springfield and reported 
whr*t v/e had found t: 

can also recall going out to the mine at leait a couple of times 
after that vdth members of the Pit Conr.iittee to discuss inie opening of the 
mine and signing a contract with Elshoff. The answer was always the same — 
there is no business f.nd the nine is shut down. I cannot recall the ex act 
dTites of these conferences* My office was necessarily taken over by 

^in the summer of 1939 during my absence, and I had n-? thing to do with 
grievances and troubles arising at Mine B when it opened in the fall of 
th£i,t year, 

”^i.th respect to the Mine A situation and the switch on the part of 
employees of that mine from Progressive to UlCV of A, I can remember attending 
at least one moeti" ^ in the Fj/A Hall ‘ Seut mb e r of 19^1* Several men, namely, 

' " took the 
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floor to make various addresses* In general their argu- 
ment was that if they did not join the IMY of A, Elshoff 
Tco nti nu would not open the mine. There was in fact a general 

rumor that Elshoff had said that liiine A would not be in 
operation under the Progressives. On that nig^ht I also heard that there was 
a fight on the floor of the Union and tha^|jg|■||Jv^as one of those participate 
ing. The next meeting of this local was held xn the Elks Club at which time 
it was my under st finding th^^t they voted to go TJUvY of A. 

have read this statement which consists of seven pages, and to 
the best of ny knowledge it is the truth." 


c 
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on "Several occasions to 

furnish information of interest to this investigation* Eis 
attitude is extremely cooperative and he is willing and anxious to testify 
concerning all matters vjithin his knowledge. In spite of the fact that he is 
bitter toward LEVIS, EDIIUNESOTJ and JAMES beco.uso of their dictatorial methods 
and because of his expulsion from nevertheless j, he appears to have 

sufficient poise and intelligence to testify in an impartial manner. It is 
anticipated, of course, that an effort would be made to discredit his testimony 
or th»^-! PTntirtri nT Vitrp:. 


'.ith reference t: £fl|||||^H|r ctatenent that he went to Mine "B” 
September 27 and 28 and 1^37 j it is noted that he has an 

automobile mileage diary v:hich reflects his travel to Mine ”B" on those dates. 
This diary also reflects travel to Mine ”E' on January 4, 1938. 


September 


executed the folloV'ing signed statement which is dated 
but which v;as actually signed by him September 9, 1943: 


^Springfield, Illinois 
Septomber 7, 1943 



make th^: 


following voluntary statement to Special 

got ion. reejuired to make or sign any' 

statement in connection 7.ith this matter. 



.until November 20, 1942, I was a member of the United 

^ ine ’^orkers of i-^merica, excer^ from 1917 to 1919^^ during which time I 
v:as r-^'" onnloycd as a minor. 



:ime until IIov ember 20. i^ 
fulfilled the duties of District Board Member, The offices I hold throughout 
this entire period were elective offices. 
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the application 
Ky duties also 
whatever local 


”As District Board Member -my duties "flere handling grievances 
that arose between the members of ^tho IM7 and the manage- 
ments of the different mines within the jurisdiction of 
the Board Member; also, internal grievances that arose from 
of the Constitution of the United Mine Tiorkers of America^ 
included organizing local unions and installing officers of 
unions might be set up by the United Mine 7»'orkers of America ♦ 


“During the Spring of 1937 over a period of several months I had 
several conversations concerning Mine a coal mine located near 

Springfield, Illinois, with PD-vY EDliUKTDSOK, who was President of District 12, 
EDMLDn)SOM stated during these conversations that he was very much 
interested in eliminating the Progrersive ’"iners of America at this mine 
and in bringing the miners employed there ■'.nto the ED^IUNDSOK stated 

th‘~.t if the TTienbcrship of Mine "B" could bo won over, the strength of the 
Progressive l^Iincrs of America in the Springfield area would collapse* 

cojnmcntcd that this was one of the largest locals the Progressives 
had in the Springfie Id area* 


“During this period of several months in the Spring of 1957, 

ED-nJDDSDU from time to time introduced me to various individuals at the 
Uirr Headquarters in Springfield* He stated these non worked at Mine 
but \voro interested in becoming members of UT'-MiT* I recall the following 
persons as being among those introduced to mo by EDTHJIIDSON during this 
period: FTD.MK AU3TIH, HTTP CARr.H? , DOMIMIC PASQUALE and PAS^UALE^s son, 

'COTTOM* ANAUIAS, JA:M:S HALE, TONY FLOTCH, AUDRET: SKRLEVICUS, Ei-.'ORY 
JACA AY, GLOPAtE JACAAAY, and JOE ;.LB..1'^SE - also known as SAM CATALOKE* 

I.Iy conversations' with these men during that period revealed that they were 
attempting to induce other employees of Mine to desire affiliations v^ith 
the U}fA. I do not knovj whctlicr these- men were being paid for their vjork on 
behalf of U1J7T at that time. 

“I recall that my conversations with EDIvTUlHDSON o/.d also contacts 
vdth these nen, all of which I have related above, occurred prior to a 
strike at Mine on May 12, 1937* I also recall that during the several 

months prior to this strike I frequently saw CARL R, ELSHOFF at UMV Head- 
quarters and on numerous occasions I saw him entering or leaving RAY EDI/UNDSOlT^s 
office , 


short tine subsequent to the strike at Mine ED^iRJNDSOK 

instructed me to attend a meeting with the men I have mentioned above, 
which meeting was held in a vacant room next-door to Scotty’s Tavern, which 
v.as located at the corner of 18th and Adams Streets in Springfield# I cannot 
place the date of this meeting definitely but I know that it took place In 
the Summer of 1957 and was not more than a fov; weeks after the strike. As 
nearly as I can recall all the men whom I have listed above attended this 
meeting, and C}y.RLES GREEN* BO^lWvUJOlI, a Mine employee was also 
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present, I believe "|fever&l jperHonB alSQ ^attejadeS 

this meeting but I am Ajhstble tb rWall hABM^s m ^ ^ 

•EDMUNBSON hfcd iaetruoted me -Mcertain from thee© men 
what could he done to obtain _for IM7 a'sejori^ men employed at Kine 

"B". Accordingly, I took this matter ^ with these aon and their prqpoeition 
was that if they were given 110,000,00 they felt donfiaant th,^ would he ^le 
to swing a majority of the men to UMT. Thay stated they wovild have to spend 
a good deal of money to work their way into the FSft meribership. BOHkNNON 
was the principal spokesman for these men in presenting this proposition. 

*’In the preaenoe of these men 1 telephoned *to PAY EDMUNDSOF and, 
after I explained their proposition to hlVi^ he Injtructod a© ta turn it 
dovm, commenting that he could buy the mire for $10,000,00* Accordingly, 

^ I informed the men that their proposition '#as not satisfactory to EDMUNDSOK* 

^Duf ing the next few Tseeks I sais various individuals mentioned 
above around tMTT Headquarters from time to time, but I had no further formal 
discussion with them concerning the Mins matter* 

*TTGar the end of July, 1937, I was instructed by EDAfUNDSON to 
install the officers of a new HM3T ^ocal which had been organised at Mine 
I In d nothing to do with the organisation of this local and did not 
know it had been organised until EDJJDKUSON Instructed me to install the 
officers. About 25 membors attended the meeting whon the officers ware 
installed and I understood that all these inDnibers had been employed at 
Mine prior to the strike, 

”0n August 20, 1937, I signed a working agreement for Mine 
with CARL H, TbSHOFF, This contract was signed at DMS7 Headquarters, I had 
nothing to do with the preparation of this contract and I merely signed as 
Foard LIcmbor at SD:iUlH)SON^B instruction. ELSHOFF was thcrl kt the time the 
contract was signed but I do not recall that w o had an y dilcuss^n con- 
cerning putting the mine in operation. Agents and have 

displayed to me a photostatic copy of a contract Sated at (JKicago, Illinois, 
August 16, 1937, which contract was signed by RAY EDMtJNDSOK and CARL E, 
ELSFOFF. I wish to state that I have never seen the original of this 
contract and did not know of the existence of this ^ontroctuntil the 
photostatic copy was displayed to me by Sp^jcial Agents SSi^^^toad 

"Prior to the time the contract was signed on August 20, 1937, I 
had understood that ELSHOFF had applied for Ambership in the Illinois Coal 
Operators Association. I do not rocall exactly how this -ation caiae 

to me b I th3nk possibly I was told bv 

f ;■ m ‘ ■■ 
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IirrERVIETT TTIT H ^On September 20, 1957, I again eigfied a contract vith ^ ; 
BHH ELSHOFF concerning Uine As l""recall this contract 

(continue^; was also signed at UIK Headquarters, I had no part in tho 

preparation of this 'contract and I XJierely signed as a 
Board Member at EDMUNDSON’s instruction- ^ '<ith reference to the purpose of 
signing this second contract with EL3E0FF, ?.t is lay recollection that his 
failure to become a menier of the Illinoie r.oal Operators Association had 
something to do with the necessity for signing the second contract, 

vvish to state that prior to the signing of the second contract 
it became knov/n that the Progressives had instituted same sort of 
proceedings before the National Labor RelatLo-aa Board. I recall that I 
5i*gnod certain documents in connection v/ith this matter which were presented 
to mo for signature, but I had nothing to do with preparing these docuiaents 
and I don^t recall the technicalities involved. 

’'At the time the second contract was signed nothing in particular 
was said about operating the However, it a’^'peared to be the general 

understanding that the purposo In signing the contract was to get a basis 
for conraencing operations. 

’’A few days after September 20th, EDIiDIIDSON left town but before 
he ‘left ho inforiaod me it had been decided to attempt to operate the mine 
under the UTIT contract on September 27, 1937. He instructed me to take 
the necessary stops to attempt to place the mine in operation on that date# 
Inasmuch as it was well kno™ to both EDIIUIffiSON and myself that the DllT 
local at Mine "B” had not over 25 members, I assumed that he intended 
for me to obtain a sufficient number of members from wherever they might 
be obtainable in order to put the mine in operation. Accordingly, I madb 
arrangements to have between 75 and 100 rainirs sent to Springfield from the 
so-called ^Midland Track’ mines, that is, Peabody Mines Ko.| 7, No, 8 and 
ITo. 9, which are located in Christian County, Illinois. I | ad these men 
report at Headquarters at about 2:00 A, K,, September 27th, 

’’Early on the morning of September 27th, ELSKOFF and his Superin- 
tendent, OSCAR FALCETTI, came to UlfiV Headquarters to make sure that all 
arrangements were complete before attempting to operate the mine, shen 
they saw this large group of m*n around the Headquarters, they seemed 
surprised and asked what the men were doing there. I told thorn that TM7 
had a contract to operate the mine and I had simply brought in enough men 
to fulfill UMV’b end of the contract, I also pointed out to him that it 
was no ’Tea Party’ to open a nine which had been operated by a rival union# 
ELSHOFF then said he did not want these men to go out to the mine because _ 
there might bo trouble • Ee said he simply wanted to start cleaning up the 
mine with the few men among his employees who belonged to the UM[T with the ’ 
hope that after these men wont into the mine the others would gradually 
sign up with Ul£7 in order to be able to go to work# Ho said he thought 
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(continued 


that in this manner there would finally be enough, of his 
employees go over to HIM that the mine could bo japerated 
again. ELSHOFF then telephonioally contacted RAY EDUOSDSOH, 
who was in Chicago. I believe EDIJUNDSON was staying 
the Morrison Hotel, He told EDMUNDS ON he did not want any trouble to be 
caused bj^ taking these men out to the mine and I then talked to EDMONDSON 
on tho telephone and he instructed me to tell the men to return to Christian 
County without going to Mine **3*, , ' , 


"Accordingly, on the morning of September 27, 1937, only about 4 
dozen UM!7 men, who were formerly employees of Mine "B", went down into the 
mine. These v^ere the men I had mot at LIST Headquarters prior to the strike on 
May 12th. About 100 other employees of '/-iro "B" were congregated along the 
Jacksonville Road about one-half mile, from ‘.he mine but, although the atmos- 
phere was tense, there was no violence and the men who went into the ftine 
to work viere not molested. 


"On the morning cf September 27th, I stayed in the mine office untii 
about 9:00 o’clock, and it was app.-ront by that time that no further employees 
intended to go down into the mine. Accordingly, I returned to DMP7 
Headquarters and reported to EDMUNDSON in Chicago that the atten?)ted opening 
v.’as a ’flop’. EDMUNDSON just passed tho matter off by commenting that it 
was simply the type of thing v,'hich will happen once in a while. 


"I don’t recall whether ELSHOFF blew the whistle for work next 
day but I do recall I vjent out to the mine the morning after. The handful 
of men who had worked the previous day came out to the mine office but they 
did not attempt to go to work. However, 1 think possibly FRANK AUSTIN 
wont belo7< for the purpose of feeding the mules. A considerable number of 
Mine "B" employees were on the Jacksonville Road again that morning and 
believe there were also about a do^en of them standing around on the nine 
premises, apparently merely for the purpose -of watching. There was no 
violence that morning. 

"During my conversations with FALCETTI and ELSHOFF at the ftine office 
on September 27th and 28th, FALCETTI named over various employees whose names 
I cannot recall whom he stated were nen having prestige among the employees. 

He indicated that if these leaders could be won over there was a good chance 
that most of the men would then follo'.v them into the D117. However, ho plans 
concerning contacting the so men were made, I might state that ny conversa- 
tions at this time with ELSHOFF and FALCETTI were not very comprehensive, 
inasmuch as this entire matter had been handled more or less as a private 
doal betv/een ELSHOFF, FDMU15DS0N and HALTER J. JAMES, who was Secretary- 
Treasurer of District 12, UMiT. As I have indicated before, these men did 
not consult me, for advice on the various steps involved in this matter. 

They simply gave me routine instructions 'whenever the occasion made this 
necessary* 
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INTERVIg^^ "On one occasion in the Fall of 1937, subsequent to the 

attempted opening on September 27th, EDMUND50H called me 
(continueo^* and said he wanted to see me at UIW Headquarters. TThen 
I met him at UMSiT Headquarters he asked me to drive him 
out to ELSHOFF^s residence for a conference. At ELSEOFF^b residence we 
started to talk about the question of getting enough men to operate Mine 
but shortly after the conference started EI^UJl^SOK said he wanted to talk 
to ELSEOFF in private and, accordingly, they left tho room and held a 
confidential conversation for about ten minutes, EDMUNHSOH then asked ine ’ 
to drop him off at the Leland Hotel* He did not inform me concerning the 
details of his discussion with ELSHOFF. 


"Subsequent to September 27th, i had nothing further to do with 
the y,:ine matter aside from the incident related in the preceding 
paragraph until the early part of Decemberc However, during this period 
I did occasionally see the men who wore trying to convert the employees 
of ?;'inc "B” to UM7T and the reports of these men indicated they were not making 
much hoadv^^ay, ^ 

"Tv/o or three days prior to De comber 13, 1937, EDI^JUHDSOIT told me 
they v^ere going to try to operate tho mine on ‘December 15th to see how many 
men v/ould report for work, inasmuch as an injunction had gone into effect 
removing the picket line. He asked me to go out to tho mine on the 
morning of December 13th to see what happened. T went to the mine that 
morning but only about a dozen men showed up for work and these were the 
men whom I had met at UU7 Headquarters prior to the strike on May 12th. There 
was no ono around to stop mon from reporting for work and the small attendance 
simply indicated that the UJ57 drive to convert members had failed. After 
this EDEUNDSOII stated the UIF.' would not participate in tho cloction which 
was to be held by the Kationnl Labor Rc^ation^ Board on December 15th. 

’"D^!UFDS0E said that it v;as apparent that Uliff would got very few votes. He 
said that he had ascertained that ^he Progressive employees of Mine "B" 
intended to report at their Headquarters and vote in a body* 

"I understood from indirect sources that after December 15, 1937, 
ELSEOFF and EDLIUNDSON had a big argument. I understood that ELSHOFF told 
EDl'WDSON that if he could not make any better progress , in breaking dovm tho 
Progressive local he would simply have to sign a contract with the Progressives 
and operate with Progressive personnel. I \mder stood that at this time 
EDlTDiTpsoN was angry about the matter* because he claimed ho had already 
throv/i\ avmy a good deal of money in tho Mine "B" matter and had nothing to 
show for it. -Ko\vevGr, I did not hear any reports at that timo as to whether 
EDI/UNDSOH and ELSHOFF had come to any understanding conoorning further 
financial arrangements. 
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, continue 


VITH or about January 1, 1938, EDJOTtDSON advised me it had 

been decided to make another attempt to operate the mine 
on January 4, 1938* He instructed me to go out to the 
mine that morning and see what happened, I went to the 
mine that morning and only the usual group of about 12 men ^^^eared for wo rk, 
How ever , in addition to this group there were also present 
and other men broug ht work cioi 

N as thoug n 'the y in^nd o d to work, appeared in 

business suits* At that time both o i u n© s ohS n we r e e d at Peabody 

Mine ^59, but it was generally understood in Springfield that 
the U^T^^roll , at least part of the time, as field workers, 

_a^^^MHl| ^did most of the talking with FhS d07F and FALCETTl that morning# 

^:alkcd in an ofiicioijs manner and it v-*as perfectly 

evTdent that they ^?cre present as of f iclal . i epresentatives of the UMT? rather 
than as candidates for employment at mine v^ork*' To my knowledge, both 
ELSKQFF and FALCETTI had previously boen acquainted with and 


”I simply reporTod to ED?!IT~30IT that only about a dozen men appeared 
for work the iriorning of January 4th and he gave me no further instructions 
concerning Mine "B" at that time# Eo did not disclose to me what his plans 
wore concerning this situation. 


had nothing further to do with the ?^ine "B” matter. This mine 
opened up in the Fall of 1939 on an open shop basis but EDMUM)S0H specifically 
instructed me to stay out of the matter, inasmuch as it v;ould be handled by 
'the offiGe^a By this ho meant t}i&t it would be handled by himself* and 
ALTER J a jArlFS , 


Sometime during the Sp ri^ 


strict 




a large sum of 


money I do not recall definitely the figure he stated but it is ray 
impression that the amount he stated was $4OO,OC0.CMD, He said ELSHOFF had 
been paid ^3, 000, 00 per month for keeping his mines down for the Summer months 
and tS-OOC.OC durine: the 77inter months. He also told me that because ot 

- - m - m - - yj 

the money paid to ELSHOFF, the International had authorized District 12 to 
retain in its own treasury both the regular International assessment and alL 
special International assessments which otherwise would have been paid 
into the International treasury. 
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:cry Droke in the Post-Dispatch, EDMJ!T)S0N vjas quoted in a later article 
as stating the matter had the approval of the District 12 membership* JAlffiS 
v/as quoted as admitting the payments to ELSHOFF "were in the form of a loan. 
ELSHOPF "ivas quoted as admitting receipt of the money but as de nying that 
it v;as a loan. 



''Thereafter, RAY EDl'ID^DSOF and ?:ALTER J. JAi;0::S charged me with 
violation of Section 3, Article 21 of the International Constitution. 


”0n the night of Fovenbor 19, 1942, I attended a meeting of UMCV 
Local 906 v^-hich covers the membership at Foabody yine '^59. This meeting 
v;as held on the 7th floor of DirT Headquarters. EDMU1T)S0TI and JAJfflS were 
present. A large delegation from !^ine was present at this meeting. 
ED¥1 jTIDS 0H took the floor and condemned the Internal Revenue service for 
starting an investigation of the matter and he even stated he was going to 
start a law suit against the Government. He also stated he was going to demand 
a congressional investigation of the affair. JAIES took the floor and said the 
purpose of tho payments v;as to put Hine in operation under the banner of 
UT^.fT/t He said it had been a good investment. Ee pointed out that as a result 
of the payments, U?IvV had acquired in the neighborhood of 500 new members and 
he said that already the dues and assessments from these now members amounted 
to a sizcFlble figure. 1 believe he said that over ^.80,000.00 had been 
received from these new members, Neither he nor EDinjTlDSON said anything 
to indicate they were looking to ELSHOFF for payment and neither of them made 
any comrir-nt whatever concerning ELSHOFF *£ ability to repay. However, they 
did refer to these payments as a loan. 


”0n the following day, November 20, 1942, 1 was suspended from UJK 
for six months and barred from holding office for two years. 


"I vush to add that in the early Fall of 1932 I present in a 

room in the Lelrind Hotel in Springfield where ELSHOFF and JOKJ! L. LET.'IS were 
also present. At this time ELSHOFF personally assured LEa'IS that he would 
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never sign a contract v;ith the Progressives. However, 
as nearly as I can recall ELSHOFF did sign a contract v;ith 
the Progressives a few hours after this meeting. 


"I have read the ferogoing statement, consisting of thirteen type 
written pages, and I acknowledge that the information set forxh herein is 
correct to the best O'f my recollection. 

signed) 

" MT^'HSSES : 
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REIFTEHVIE-.T T.ITH 
'..TLLIAL! l,i. RYAF 



Upon th e telephonic request of Special Agei 
■■B Mr. ^LLIAli M. RYAN, the former owi 



Springfield, Illinois, came to t he Sprin gfield 
Office, At this ‘^mcLjr^RYA^was approached by Special Agent 


details of the s:.le of Mine ^^A", Mr, RYAN flatly refused to execute a 
signed statenont unless he consulted his attorney. He said that he was 
•Vvilling to testify in the instant trial and that he would be glad to confer 
with those handling the prosecution before taking the witriess stand. 


conversation with EUTfJND'?ON in 1937 in an effort to get the exact words 
or their essence. It appears that EDL-'IIvDSCN did not reach the point whore 


the United !Tine /Workers could organize it. Neither was any offer made to 
RYAN to subsidize him in case any financial losses wore sustained and the 
mine had to be shut do\m^ To the best of his recollection, !tr. RYAN stated 
that EDI,!U1DS0N called him in the early part of 1937 approximately three 
months before Mine actually closed dovm, requesting him to come down 

to thrO United Mine Tt'orkers* office. 


in the initial part of the conversation with EDMUNUSON thore was a general 
discussion about the weather and other non-controversial issues, ED?jffUl'^DSON 
at length asked RYAN v;hat ho thought of the United Mine T^orkers and the 
Progressive Tiine workers. Mr, RYAN stated he sensed a proposition was in 
the offing and in order to forestall this he definitely stated his position, 
saying; do not see any difference bet^veen either one. They have the 

same contracts, the same gr ievance procedu]'e and the operator experiences 
the same griof with both. ^ RYliN stated that he ^;as already treating v;ith 

one union and did not see why he should consider any other. He told 

EDliUi'lDSON that if he should commit himself in that fashion, by and by these 
two unions would go back together, compare notes and then they would really 
put the pressure on him. EDLIUiT^SON then asked RYAN how he thought GEORGE 
SOLOMON of the Panther Creek Mines, Inc., would feel about the United Mine 
"orkers and Progressive Mine Workers, He also asked RYAN the same question 
concerning CARL II, ELSHOFF, RYAN advised that he told EUmmSON that 

he did' not know hov; either of these two men felt about that question and 

if EDITUNDSON wanted to know he would have to see ELSHOFF or SOLOMON. 


due to their background in the mining industry and labor relations, a great 
deal was understood between them without the actual expression in words, 
RYAN was certain that he was being approached by EDi^TOTUSON in order to 
make a deal v/ith the United Mine Workers. Hovjevor, it is difficult for 


and Special Agent 
his conversat :^_ons vjith 


■ relative to a signed statementre^rding 
.n the early part of 193? aid the complete 


Mr. RYAN was interrogated in minv.te detail relative to this 


he made a definite proposition to RYAN to c]ose down his mine in order that 


Mr. RYAIT stated that he complied with this telephonic request and 


In Mr. RYAN^s explanation of the conversation, he advised that 
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REIir'ERVIEV: "ITH RYAN to understand why, in the event he is called 

TTILLIA?;' M, RYAN to testify, his conclusions as to the unspoken effort 

(continued) on the part of EDMUNDSON could not be introduced in 

evidence • 


It is anticip^lted in case RYAN is called to testify that some 
difficulty may a^ise in this situation and \vith respect to -Ir. RYAN^s 
attempting to state his conclusions and inferences from his convorsation 
with EDIJUITD SON. 


Hr. RYAIT advised that he expected to go to California v;ithin 
the near future and in the event he did, he would notify the Springfield 
Office of his address* rJe expected to go to Los Angeles and advised he 


generally stayed at the Eiltmorc Hotel-. 

The investigative notes which were taken by Special Agent 
during the interview are being retained in the files of this office 



TTith respect to the details of the sale of Idine , the narrative 
of these ev^:;nts, as set forth in investigative report of this office 

dated September 4, 1943, was reviewed with }Jr, RYAN and he stated xhat this 
was correct. 
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REINTERVIEW WITH 
ROBERT C, SOLOMON 


Mr, ROBERT C,. SOLOMON, PresidenJ x>r Panther Creak '' 
Coal Mines ^ Inc^^afterso^^ro^ection, advised 
Special Agent that he had called ^ 

Panther Creek Coal ^ 



for the facts concerning the attempted purchase o 


Mines by CARL E. ELSKOFF and desired to aoe Special Agent 
atrain* 


Mr. SOLOMON from his attitude and cpoueratibn is well-disposed 
toward this investigation and is 's'illing to testify. He advised that he. got 
along very well with EL5H0FF from 1932 up until the time that he became 
involved with JOHN L, LE^^^IG in 1937* Since that time, however, Mr. SOLOMON 
has oxpcrioncod considOiablc difficulty in dealing with ELSEOFF and has 
heard that ELSHOFF blames him for the success of the organisational efforts 
of the Progressive fjine TTorkers of Amc'^ica in the Springfield area. 


i/T. ;:>uijUJiiur> was reiniGrvicvjea ana tne roxiowing Bnanemenn was 
submitted by him: 


"Springfield, Illinois 
September 9, 1943 


"STATE. ENT OF ROBERT C, SOLOMON, PRESILECT OF TEE PANTHER CREEK COAL MINES, IKC > 

"As President of the Panther Creek Coal Kines, Inc,, I recall the 
following facts, circuinstonces and conversations relative to the attempted 
purchase of these properties by CARL H, ELSHOFF of Springfield, Illinois, 
during the years of 1941 and 1942: ■ 

"It is my understanding that the original approach to purchase 
these properties was mad^ by I'r, HARPY ALLEN, representative of the Alton 
Railroad Co., to Mr, HARRY MORGAN, Secretary-Treasurer of the Panther Creek 
Co* during tho summer of 1941, It was 'these two gentlemen who eventually 
brought ?^.r, CARL H. ELSHOFF into the picture as a possible purchaser. In 
tho early stages of these negotiations they "svere carried on more or less 
secretly with lir, MORGAN, Kowevor, due to ¥iT 4 . MORGAN* s ill hoalth he was 
not able to continue actively in the business, and these parties wore eventu- 
ally forced to come to me. ‘ 

"I had several telephonic conversations with ELSHOFF concerning the 
possible purchase of the Panther Creek Fines, and eventually I told him that 
if he were actually interested that we should sit dov/n and go into the 
details in a serious and business like manner* Consequently, a conference 
Tvas arranged on June 11, 1942, which was attended by myself, my attornoys- 
kr. CLAYTON J. BARBER and L, G, T^LFFIRLE, and CARL H* ELSHOFF. 


Rc: JOES L. LEWIS 


ET AL 


thau CuIifOrouCG various prOpO 6x1^1 OHS wroTG 

ROBERT C* SOLOMON formulated, one of them being that possibly ELSEGFF 
(continued) could purchase the capital stock of the Panther Creek 

Mines, Inc., and thus gain control of the corporation, 
ELSEOFP did not entertain such a proposal as this, inasmuch as the corporate 
set-up of the Panther Creek ?iines would remain intact, and as such it would 
still retain its obligations including labor contracts, which at that time 
and at present are %.'ith the Progressive Mine P/orkers of America. It was 
then proposed that EL3H0FF lease the properties. This Vi?as discussed more 

„ X- 1 ^ 4, w. « J 4-Ur^ ^ A 4- -I V^. 
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up in a letter of some sort. ELSHOFF stated that before accepting any proposal 
he vjould have to consult his people in h-aa'ilngton. lir, BARBER then kidded 
ELSHOFF to some extent stating that he probably meant thit h- ^ould have to 
go to SCO the man viiith the 'big bushy eyebrows'. ELSHOFF did not respond 
either nogatively or affirmatively to uhis statement of Mr. BARBER'S but 
sort of smiled when it was passed. 


"During this interview ELSHOFF made it plain that he wished to gain 

- ^ ^ T ^ ^ ^ vw. ^ ^ Mi .. .-fc r- . vk ^ ^ ^ Vs ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ./-V "I ^ a A 1 % *1 ^ 
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change the name of the corporation. ' ^ 


^As the result of this conference a letter was drawn up which is 
dated June 11, 1942, addressed to ''4t^ ELSHOFF and beginning: 

This is to confirm our discussion this morning, wherein it was 
indicated that Panther Creek Mines, Inc. is willing to lease to you all 
of its coal mining properties, with the option to purchase or to renew, 
all on the following basis.' . ' 


"I am not advised as to rhather or not definitely FLSPOFF did go 
to T<ashington, D. C* to consult with JOHN L. LE??IS. However, I have received 
information from various sources that trips were made to ’^/ashington possibly 
with :!r. RIAREY ALLEN. 


"On July 6, 19421 ELSHOFF by letter answered our proposal of 
June 11, 1942, stating that the proposition v/hich was outlined Is not 


JiUlUXO-t XU uui y t 
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in his letter that he desired to discuss the inattor further, and to possibly 
make a co^onter proposal. However, instead of doing this these partios, 
particularly ALLEN and CARROLL, attempted to apply pressure in order to 
force a transfer of the properties through officials of the Marine Bank 
of Springfield, ALLEN and CARROLL intimated that if the mines wore not open, 
particularly the Auburn, they, meaning’ the Alton Railroad, would have to 
cut down on orders, I stated that I was unable to finance an opening of 
the Auburn Mino, but was willing to sell or lease it at the right terms. 
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and gave them an oral proposition based on the one meid* 
June 11, 1942, in a modified fora. They seemed to thinlc 
this was all right. However, this apparently did not meet 
with the approval of ELSEOFT for no further negotiations 

were actually made, 

"In his letter dated October 50, 1942, ELSHOFT again indicated an 
interest in the- purchase of the Auburn Mine at Aubiirn, Illinois, He proposed 
to purchase this mine by paying royalty of 10^ per ton for a given period of 
time. In this manner he would obtain complete title to all property. This 
was the last that I heard of this matter. 


REINTERYIEW WITH 
ROBERT C. SOLOMON 
(continued) 


"Read above 
and to best of my 
recollection is 
correct. 


R.C.S. "(signed) 



Re: JOHN L. LLWlt>, JiT AL 


INTERVIEW WITH 
L. G. PEFFERLE. 


_On_ S ep teaber 4 , 
id^ 



1943 Special Agents 
intersdewed 1, G. 





Attorney, Reisch Building, Springfield, Illinois, concerning infonaation 
furnished by ROBERT C. SOLOIAU, recorded in report of reference, Mr. 
PEFERLE confirmed that he represented SOLOIOJ in connection with 
negotiations between StJLOifW and ELSHOFF. In these negotiations CLAITOK J. 
BaRBER was also present. Ur. PEFFEHLE advised that at no' tinte during these 
negotiations, which concerned the possible purcliase of Panther Creek mine 
properties by ELSHCKF from GOLOMdl, did ELSHOFF ever mention where the 
money for this purchase would come from, it was the opinion of PEFFE31LE 
that EL5H0?F or the Mine "B” Coal t'ompany irould not have sufficient funds 
to enter into any negotiation as large as the one under discussion. 

SOLOLO'' and PEFFERLE were discussing a sum of approxinately i)900,000, 
while ELSHOFF was discussing a sum of approximately fh+0C,000, During 
these discussions at different times ELSHOPF said to PEFFERLE that he 


WULU.U lid.VC7 ■’ LrU ot;c UJ^ 
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ELSHOFF as to who his people or financial backers might be. "I more 
more or less assumed that it would be either District 12, United Mine 
Workers or the International United Mine '.(orkers, or JOHN L, LEtTIS, but 
of course my assumption v^as based upon common gossip and upon matters 
incidental to the negotiation , , 

PEPFERXE said that at no time during the negotiations in con- 
nection with the panther Creek properties did RAY EDIINDSCK or JOW L, 

T tT'lFTG y-v i" +r> Im rr^ a VitT + ViO >*+■ w O C T If 

"During the negotiations it appeared to me that ElSHOFF would not be 
able to secure sufficirait money to purchase the Panther Creek properties 
at our figure of about $900,000. Because of this fact and because of 
the desire on our part to save money in connection with the payment 
of income tax, not only for ourselves, but also pointing out it would 
save money in connection with income tax for ELSHOFF, we suggested that 
a lease arrangement might be worked out. This lease arrangement would 
provide for a certain yearly pa^nnent on the lease over a period of ten 
years, and if the lessee decided to p'lrchase then the payments of ann\^l 
lease rent woiild apply on the principal. I felt that this was a rather 
attractive offer and since ELSHOFF did not accept the offer and from 
his general demeanor and attitude at the time, it is my opinion that 
he really did not want to personally buy the Panther, Creek properties 
at all," ELSHOFF apparently objected to the lease proposition be- . 
cause it might give rise to what ELSiJOFF felt was a bad feature, namely 
that if ELSHOFF secured the property on lease that night leave the 
Progressive ?line Workers of America some claim to job rights uider 
their existing contracts. The Panther Creek mines v-rere Progressive 
jifijie Viorker mines at the time, ELSHOFF stated that it would have to 
be an exceptionally clean-cut proprosition, apparently referring to com- 
plete severing of all rights, including 'those of labor. 
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BJTERVIEk’ .dTTH lir. PEJTERLE stated that the feeling pervading in 

L. 0, P;JTERLE. the negotiations was that the successf'ol outcome of these 
(Continued) negotiations would mean the end of the .tYogressive lUne 

.Workers of America in the mine. Nothing was mentioned hy any of the parties 
directly on this point howevar, , 

PEFFERLE pointed out to Agents that EDlf.lND BURKE, attorney from' ' 
the firm of Gillespie, Burke and ftLllespie, Reisch Building, ^ringfield, 
Illinois, first became attorney for JOH^ L. LESTIS in about 1929 or 1930 
during the tine that injunction proceedings were Initiated against LSHS 
by the officers of District 12, ISiited iS.ns Workers. Since that time and 
up to date LDiJUND 3'JRKE has remained attorney for JOIJ3 L. LSTIS, PEFTERIX 
believes that BURKE is retained by LElflS for a fee of approximately ;’|3. 50.00 
per month, plus additional costs when particular matters arise, and that 
nis servicGS are paid from the International Uhited Mine Workers, His 
reason for believing that BURKE'S retainer fee and other fees are paid 
from the International is that BlHtKE represented RAY EDJJIKIISCII in connection 
v/ith a murder charge as a result of a shooting in Springfield, Illinois 
on an Easter Sunday about eight or nine years ago. At that time RAY 
EDi'UJNjBON told PEPFERLE that none of BURKE'S attorney fees in connection 
v-dth the defense of RAY EDLiUNDSQt^ showod on the book's of District 12 or 
Local #50, but rather irerc all taken care of through the international union 

PEFFERLE also stated that one E. S. PEhRY, manager of the Lc-land Hotel, 
Springfield, purchased his coal for the Leland Hotel from ELSHOFF prior to 
1932 iThen ELSHOFF was operatiiig a United l£Lne Ttorkors mine. After 
ELSHOFF *s mine became a Progressive lfi,ne '.forkers mine PERK'S^ apparently 
desiring to retain the business of the United Iflne Workers officials for 
his iiotel, and which apparently he considered lucrative, discontinued pur- 
chasii-g coal from ELSHOFF and began purchasing coal from Peabody Coal 
Company, which was a United itlne ■, Workers operated mine. Thereafter 
PEFFERLE stated that JOItl L. LEi'TS made a long distance call to PERRY, 
asking him vfhy he had stopped buying coal from ELS}fflFF and requesting 
him to again buy coal from ELSHOFF. PERRY *s reply to LElfIS allegedly 
v/as that since ELSHOFF 's mine was no lorger a United IfLne Tforkers mine, 
he had purposely switched coal comprinies in order to favor United Mine 
7/orkers veith his business. PEFFERLE is unable to state the source of 
this infonaition, other than to say that it was a story which came to him 
from various people in the coal industry, the veracity of which he has 
no doubt. 
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Re j JOIW L. LEWIS, IT AL 


INI^EVia/ WITH On September 8, 1943, in view, of additional infer- 

T r* trC‘ LfWj^L'UT TP -J ^ J u.. rrr wmirmi t i ^ _ r _ ^ 
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(Continued) the fact that he stated he had talked with PEFF31LE in 

to refresh their minds correctly on the aatterj Special Agent 
re 'interviewed Mr* PEFFEftLE* 


In addition to the infomiation already reported, Jfir. PEIFFSKLE 
after examining a copy of a letter addressed June 11, 1942 to CARL H* 
LLSHOFF and containing the offer by the Panther Creek lline Company to fl^ke 
a lease to ELSHOPF, recalled that this was one of the n^in njeetings of 
the parties in connection vrLth ELSHOFF^s negotiations for Panther Creek. 

He recalled several other meetirigs before this meeting, the exact number, 
time and place of which he could not recall. He did remember one in- 
stance, hoivever, previous to the meeting on Juie 11, 1942, when he met 
ELSHOFF at ELSHOFF's office, at which time ELSHOFF exhibited a large pile 
of photostatic copies of information pertaining to an appraisal which the 
Panther Creek Mines had had made* The Panther Creek Mine had previously 
contemplated attempting to secure a loan from Reconstruction Finance ^ 
Corporation and for this reason had had the appraisal made. ELSHOFF 
had undoubtedly secured photostatic copies of the appraisal from the Re- 
construction Finance Coiporation and in this connection claimed that the 
Panther Creek people had to some extent misrepresented Panther Creek 
Mines.* 



Mr. PEFFERLE recalled that the main meeting, at which an offer 0 f 
lease ims made, took place in the forenoon in the office of CLaTTQN J. 
BaPBIIR, attorney for the Panther Creek Mine Company* Present wore Mr,' 
ROBERT SOLOIAIJ, President of Panther Creek .liines. Hr* BARBER, ropresent- 
ii:g Panther Creek T^ine^ Mr* PEFFIiKLE, who represented the Panther Creek 
Ilines in connection ’v^ith compensation claims, and Mr. CARL ELSHOFF, Mr* 
PEFFERLE recalled that the suggestion vfas nade that CaRL ELSHOFF secure 
control of Panther Creek !iln»is by purchasing the capital stock. He 
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Creek }'ine. ELSHOFF stated that he iras not interested in pirrchasing the 
capital stock because all rights of the corporate ehtity and all contracts 
of it would be included and he would bo tied up with a contract with 
the Pltl Union. 


Mr, PEFFERLE further recalled in addition to the infomfition set 
out above, that ELSHOFF stated that the lease proposition would carry 
with it the labor contracts and that *'I don't want those." ELSHOFF 
wanted to buy only the physical property, June 11, 1942, ELSHOFF 
also stated, to the best of PEFFlRLE's recollection, "I've got to have 
it in writing to take to my people in 'Washington." Here he meant the 
proposition or offer of Panther Creek Mines, 


Re: JOffI I, mas, ET AL 


INTERVIEl/ lOTH PEITERLE stated that it was his understanding that 

L. G. PSJTSRLE. the "people in Washington" was JOHN L. LS03, but 

(Continued) SLSHOFF did not say so. 

During the conversation Attorney BAR3SR, according to FEFFERLE, 
kidded ELSHCFF about the "nan with the heavy eyebrows", as being the 
financial, backer of the purchase. To this FTSHQFF never admitted or denied 
anything. PEFFliRLE stated that the original discussions, considerations 
were for all Panther Creek mine properties, but that they also talked aboiit 
Panther Creek Auburn Mine No. 1. 

iir. PEFFSRLE was unable to recall any statement at any later 
meetings with ELSnOFF wherein ELSHOFF said that his people in Washington 
turned the proposition down. He said that at one time during the con- 
ference on June 11, 1942, when the price question was being discussed 
that it was his (FEFFERLE's) information ti-iat the money was available 
to which ELSHOFF replied that iie could get the money. 


Re; JOIW L. LStTS, ST AL, 


i?7 cy 

INTERVISliif vnTH Special i«.geDt^my||||||||m interviewed GlKiTTOI H. 

CLA.YTCN J, BERBER. BttRBER, attorney, 10th Floor, First National Bank 

Building, Springfield, Illinois, cm September 7, 1943. Mr. BhREER ad- 
vised that he has been attorney for the ^inther Creek Coal Company over 
a long period of time; that in this w^imity he knew of negotiations ‘ be- 
tween the Panther Creek Mines and CARL H. ELSHOFF, which fegan, to the 
best of his recollection, soDetime during Ifey of 1942, He stated that on 
June 11, 1942 a meeting was held in his office between ROBERT SOLOMU, 
president of the Panther Creek Mines, PEFFERLE, another attorney for 
Panther Creek Mines, CARL H, n^SHOFF and himself. He refreshed his re- 
collection in connection with this date by a copy of a letter addressed 
to CARL H. ELSHOFF, dated June 11, 1942, and beginning, ?*This is to 
confirm our discussion this morning, wherein it was indicated that Panther 
Creek Vines, Inc., is willing to lease to you all of its coal mining 
properties 

Ihn-ing the conversation Mr, BARBER recalled that when the pro- 
position was made to ELSHOFF he stated, to the best of BARBER'S re- , 
collection, "I irfUl have to go to ’Washington to see my people about it," 
that as a matter of fact the offer to ELSHOFF was written at ELSflOFF.'s 
request as ELSHOFF stated that he wanted a sales talk "for iTashiiigton". 

Mr, BaRBER stated that duriiig the coriference he kidded ELSHOFF about 
"the man with the big eyeb’i'ows", as being the real purchaser. ELSHOFF 
neither admitted nor denied this and at no time during the conference 
did ELSHOFF actually indicate who woiold furnish the money. Mr. BARBER 
understood from ELSHOFF 's financial status that ELSHOFF would not be 
able to finance the deal himself. During the conversation it was sug- 
gested that ELSHOFF obtain control of Panther Creek lfi.nes by purchasing 
the capital stock .ELSHOFF stated that he was not interested in this 
because to obtain control of the company in that manner would retain 
the name, identity, assets, liabilities ajid contracts of the corporation 
and ELSHOFF plainly stated that he did not desire to take over the'PMA 
labor contract of the Panther Creek Mines, Inc. 

In connection with the proposition .a document entitled "Savings 
to Lessee as Compared with an Immediate Purchase" was pre^aared in Mr. 
BARBER'S office. This was at the request of ELSHOFF and was to be 
part of his sales talk for his people in T/ashington. Mr. BERBER'S file 
in this connection reveals the original and a copy of this document so 
that he is unable to state whether the iiY'ormtion contained therein was , 
ever furnished to CnRL iiSHOFF. The infonsation which is contained in 
this document is information showing a savings to the lessee by entering 
into the proposed lease agreement previously mentioned and copies of which 
have been furnished to this office by ROBERT SOLOMCH, 


Re; JOM L, LEif/IS, 


ET AL* 


INTERVl®i wTTH Mr, BERBER states that thereafter he received 

CLA.YT0K J, Barber. a signed copy of a letter dated Jiily 6, 1943, ad- 
(Continued) dressed to ROHEKT C. SOLOIO, President, Pantlier 

Creek Mines, Inc., and signed by CARL H. ULSHOFF. This letter, on the 
letterhead of Kine B Coal Company, states that the agreement suggested is 
not satisfactory. liir. BaRBER calls attenticn to the editorial '*we” used 
in the letter, namely, 

"h'e decline to accept it i am still interested. 

First we hope in a discussion 

Mr. BARBER states that lir. ELSHOFF at no time ever mentioned who was 
actually meant by the "vre" used in the letter, A copy of this letter 
is retairied in Mr. RARBER’s files. " ■ 


Mr. RiRBSR pointed out that ELSHOFF pure lias ed his home on the 
corner of Bates and South Grand Avenue in cash; that after he purchased 



Mr, Barber stated that shortly after the negotiations for Panther 
Creek Mine fell through an injunction was brought by the Wage and Hour 
Division of the Department of Labor i;: the Federal District Court at , 
Springfield, Illinois. Mr, ERBER advised that the legal method of bring- 
ing this injunction by the .(age and hour Division was extremely musual 
and he believes is the only type of case of its kind in the country. He 
pointed out that it was brought by the hage arjd Hour Division without 
that division talking over the natter v;ith the company or its attorneys. 

The company Y;as never able to find out wliat complainant brought the matter 
to the attention of the '.age and Hour Division and the company had never 
received any complaints in connection with this Wage and Hour matter 
from its employees. He felt that this complaint originated with JOHM L. 

L&iTS or the UMV for the purpose of causing financial embarrassment to 
Panther Creek Mines, Inc., thus perhaps forcing a sale, knowing that Panther 
Creek Mnes at the time was indebted ir. the sum of approxiii^tely $400,000. 
The title in Federal District Court in Springfield for this matter was 
heard under Civil Docket ^191, PHILIP B. FLEMDJG, Administrator of the 
',age and Hour Division, liiited S’tates Department of Labor. IRVD^G J, 

LE^, aLEX ELSQ^l and GRjRT of 222 Lest Korth Bank Drive, Chicago, 

Illinois, represented the Department of Labor. The complaint was filed 
November 6, 1941 and was dismissed July 1, 1942, 
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Rel JOHI L. LEW'IS, 


INTERVIEIV *i7ITH 
CLAYTCK J. BERBER. 
(Continued) 




ET hL. 


Mr. BiJlBER recalled that one JOIl^ CARROLL, 
General Freight Agent for the B & 0 and Alton 
Railroad in Chicago, Illinois, was intersted 


in this negotiation for the purchase of Panther Creek Mine, probably in 
order that these railroads slight secxire additional business. 





INTERVIEW WITH 
FRED SCHAEFFER 


Mr, FRED SCHAEFFER, ’•rho ifi SeQr©tiry of the Coal Praduceri 

^ Assofriation of Illinois looated^j^^^^IlllBoie, iraa 

intervia^ed hy Special Agent of the ' 

Springfield Office relative to the membership in the 

Mine Coal Company dur^ing the years that this company was dealing with 
the Progressive Miners of Anerica as a labor organization. It should be 
noted that the Coal Producers Association is composed of officials of 
operating mines who are organized by the Progressives. 





Mr. SCHAEFFER produced his file on CARL ELSBDPP, which reflected 
that ELSEOFF became a member of the Coal Producers Association in the Fall 
of 1932 and was considered a meriber “Until August, 1935. During this entire 
period, numerous letters were written to ELSEOFF requesl^lng him to pay hia 
dues to the association. It was noted that ho was delinquent on several 
occasions and at the time when he was dropped , fr pm the association he had 
not paid dues for February, March, April, May, June and July of 1935# 

Vt * SCHAEFFER advised that, according to the rules of this organization, 
any member could be dropped from the association if he was delinquent in 
his dues for tv;o months or more. Upon the evidence obtained in the file, 
Mr# SCHAEFFER stated that ELSKOFF was dropped because of his delinquency 
in dues payments. He had no information relative to ELSHOFF and his 
ceasing to be a member of the association which would be pertinent to this 
case. 


Mr. SCHAEFFER stated that for a number of years he was on the 
Foard of the Illinois Coal Operators Association, which deals with the 
United Mine L'orker« of America. He advised that any operator could become 
a member of this association through fonnal application after it had been 
approved by the board of the Operators Association* A prerequisite for 
membership was not that the individual operator's mine should be absolutely 
•free of any labor trouble at the time of the application. Admission to 
membership rested solely with the Board, who simply decided whether or not 
the operator was" reliable and would meet his obligations as a member of the 
association. Mr. SCHAEFFER had no infonnation as to whether or not ELSHOFF 
applied for membership in the Coal Operators Association or, if so, why he 
was refused. - 
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Re: JO»I L. LETn'IS, 


INTERVIEW ^/ITH 


JOHN ¥. HUFDILRSH was interviewed at Ms residence 


JOiK ¥. HINDMtiRSH. in Riverton, Illinois, on Septeiaber 5> 1943» ty Special 


of Illinois, He travels ex- 
tensively and can best be located throiigh Hr. FDLLEHTCN FULTCK of the CIO 
Regional Office in Chicago, Illinois. 


Ur. HUJDLkRSH was active in the Ulfr organization up iiitil 1930 or 


1931 > when he became inactive, and as a matter of fact let his membership 
lapse because of extremely poor health. He did not again engage in vnion 
activity of any kind until about October 1940* when he applied to RaT 
LDUINDSCM and had his membership reinstated. Thereafter for five weeks 
he worked for IMv as an organizer in small, independent mines aroixid 
Springfield, commonly known as "trucking™ mines. During this time he 
expressed himself strongly against JOIfl L. LUtilS’ failure to come out 
in support of President ROOSEVELT prior to the national election. As a 
result of this HUiDjUtSIi was advised by District 12 that his application 
for the renewal of his membership had been disapproved, notwithstanding the 
fact that he had already been on the payroll for some five weeks and had a 
certificate from the union as a paid organizer. 


In vievf of inactivity in connection i7ith union matters 


during the pertinent period ho was unable to furnish any probative infor- 
mation, other than the signed statement hereinafter quoted, As a matter 
of record, MR. HLJDM1.RSH makes a good appearance, is forceful and it is 
believed that he would make a better than average witness. He is very 
cooperative in connection with instant natter. 


Joto 4, H indjmrsh, make the follovring vol\ntary statement 
fllHlUF* ^ know to be Special argents' 

of tnePteoer^^^u'eau oTlnves^gation . 

"So niG time durir.g Jajiua^ry 1941 1 went to iiic }!inG ^3^ CoSrX Uo* 
for the purpose of attempting to secure a job for a good friend of 
mine, .it the mine I saw Oscar Falcetti arid asked him if he could 
give my friend, whom Falcetti conceeded would be a good miner, a job. 
Falcetti said confidentially; 'Jacic, it is not all together up to me. 
The other party has to be consulted, ’ 

/'Falcetti did not say who the other party was but 
he meant officials of U.M. J. of A. I later went to see^^ 
of the U.M.A. of A. and asked him for a job for my frien 
ans>vered that he could not do anything about it then. 



Itr. HlNDlfiiRSH is presently CIO 


"September 5> 1943 
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Re; JOHN L. LSVfIS, ET AL 




INTERVIEff WITH *Just preTious to this time I had been euiploTed 

JOHN W. HINDM4RSH. District 12 U.M.W, of in ^organizational woilc, ; 

(Continued). Ray Edmundson signixig the Certificate as representa- 
tive of District 12, 3ii a meeting with Bdmundson I requested that men 

who might be thro’i'sn out of employment at the mines I was engaged in organiz- 
ing, through their activities for the mion, would be given trsinsfer cards 
£0 that they could be employed in mines under the .jurisdiction of D.K.'Tf. 
of A. Tills mar. was one of several that were thrown out of employment be- 
cause of their activities in assisting in organizing a mine. 


of 

"Signed Jom W. HIHDJi'JlSH 
"V^itnessed . ' 

/S/’ 


Federal Bureau of Investigation, Springfield, m." 



"The a bove statement consisting of two pages in ,tho handwriting 
true and correct tp the best of my knowledge and belief. 


s cJOIf^ L* £ir ATj* 


STATUS OF MINE "A" LEASE 


St 



Agents „______ 

personally, an<l wit 


>ne assistance of 


the Clerk u'f th'e Recorder's Office, Sangamon County Building, Springfield, 
Illinois, checked the records of that office for the purpose of locating the 
transfer of the lease hold estate from the Mine “A” Coal Con^sany, oiraed 
bj-- *nLLIAM RIAJI to the nine "B” Coal Company and CARL ELSH05F or EDl^iKD 
BURKE. A thorough search of the records revealed that the transaction 
was not a matter of record. 


For a further check the same Agents interviewed Hr. G. A. OSTERMEIUi 
of the Abstract and Title <-ompany, 411 East -adams Street, Springfield,* 
Illinois . H search of the records of that company failed to reveal instant 
transaction was made a matter of record. This search did reveal, however, 
that the lease in connection >d.th Mine ”3" was made a matter of recofd by 
CARL H. ELSHOFF. 


3KTERVIEW ijITH R. L5* IffiDILL. R. U. UEDILL, JDirector of the Department 

of IfiijGs and ! Tine rals, State of IHinoK, 


— „ „ -1 „ j, ^ ^ „ X « .. -rr^j _ „ ^ u „ o : j. _t i r* ^ i •» ' » ^ ^ . 

vYdLi) -LiJoti vj.e»^tru I1X& uj.4iiw;t; xii uue ocipiwx iJuxxtixxig^ £>prxii^:xxtrlu^ xxxxjiu xp* 

on the afternoon of Septenber 3 , 1943 by Special Agent 


Mr, liEDIi^L advised that vinder the laws of the State of Illinois 
a niinr- is required to have a mine examiner oxamne the mine daily before the 
men arc per::atted to enter the mine. This is done, therefore^ at night, 
usually after midnight. The person making liis inspection amst be cert^ 
ified by the State as a mine examiner. He furthtT advised that a company 
i^ould be permitted to make such examinations during the daytime, and if 
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a licensed mine examiner, although they usually were, due to the fact 
that the unions required the same wage scale as if he were certified, ' 
Itr, IlEDILL stated that in the Southern Illinois fields, where the 
mines were gaseous, the naaes often employed exai-i,ners in the daytime 
to chock on air conditions at the fringes, and in the new \forkings, 
and SO forth. He advised, howev«^r, that in the fields surrounding 
Springfield, there is no necessity of this as these mines are usually 
considered non-gaseous. 


Mr. iffiDILL stated also that the- records of his office rdlect- 
ing mine examinations have been destroyed for the years prior to 1941> the 

^ said his Records did show that 

was issued 
, ^ • ^Xr X n.at t ime 

2^cars ex]>erience in the nines, 
clr a certificate of mine 
and wore that a person must be 21, a 
cxocrience in a mno. to..'"cthcr ^/ith oassiiiff 




exairan>^r on iiarci 
of age and head 
the requirv^^nentJ 


certifica te of a mine 

Mr. T,II)ILL advis^ that 
examiner were fixed by statut 

citizen, and have four yoars ^ ^ ^ 

an examination. The exanination, according to I5r, lEDILL, would not bo 
too complicated, and the iriformtion necessary could be learned in a 
very few lessioj,s under an experienced mine examiner. 
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On Septerrfcer 8j lj45. 
v/ 7 -;ter contactec 


Special Agent' 



nd the 



at his re 
Illinois, 


questioned in regard to instant case but f^ai^ed to ansv/er 
any questions directly and generally ”beat around the bush^*. ^^B^Hfdid 
admit v;orking in the I^ine from about July to December of "which 

time, he inXoruied, he was fired, Ee stated he had been framed by the PMA 
Pit Committee. stated that after being laid off for approximately 

two month^h^^^^fflred at Mine ”B” and worked until approximately the Fall 
of 1941, mHBstated that his job while working in the mine was that of 
driver, and he informed that because there was so much coal to haul and 
because feeding his mules took so much time he had no opportunity to observe 
any organizing, if any had been going on at I'ine ”B” * stated he had 

seen no organizing attempts at Mine was as an organizer 

and that he never organized at Mine ’’B” • ^^U|Uinf ormed that he would talk 
up the at every opportunity because he believes the to be a great 

organization and respects JOHN L* LSViTIS very much. 


Further ^ttemn^ to commit 
negative results, asked i: 

the information which he furnished but 
no such statement until he had consulte 


o definite statements met with 
„e vjo\U d sign a statement containing 
jJBjl^Jinformed that he would sign 
attorney, JAMES BURKE, 


Attorney for the United Mine ^iTorkers Union, and if BURKE stated it was all 
right for him to sign the statement, he would then sign such statements 

ed that he is presently employed as an organizer for 
the United Tlin^^orkers and is operating out of the Chicago area, upon 
occasion going up into Wisconsin, 

In answe r to m ost all questions put to flH||||Hby the vjriter and 
method of eveision would b^x^start talking about 
career. Most of LAlISKY^s conversation dealt 
with x^^^m^Sent concerning the time his house was bombed back around 1935 
Vv'hen there was trouble between the U1.5W and PMA in Springfield, claims 

that the PI!A Union v/as responsible for the dynamiting of his home, 

v/as advised that if he desired to furnish any information 
e should call at the Springfield Office, 


to the FBI, 

The original notes of Special 
immediately after the interview, are being retained in 


prepared 
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RE; JOHN L. LEJVIS, ET AL 

TJNX^EVELOP^I^ LEADS 

THE SPRINGFIELD FIELD DIVISION 

At Springfield, Illinois ; 

continue the investigation of this matter in accordance with 
the various instructions and suggestions which have been received from the 
Department of Justice through the Bureau, 
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